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Protests and celebrations 
mark Women's Day, 
despite threats 


By ADAM GELLER 
NEW YORK (AP) — From 
the streets ot Manila to 
the plazas of Santiago, 
Chile, people around the 
world marked International 
Women's Day on Sunday 
with calls to end exploita¬ 
tion and increase equality. 
But tensions marred some 
celebrations, with police 
reportedly using tear gas to 
break up a demonstration 
by thousands of women in 
Turkey and security forces 
arresting demonstrators at 


a rally in Kyrgyzstan. 

"In many different ways or 
forms, women are being 
exploited and taken ad¬ 
vantage of," Arlene Brosas, 
the representative of a Fili¬ 
pino advocacy group said 
during a rally that drew 
hundreds to the area near 
the presidential palace. 
Protesters called for higher 
pay and job security, and 
demanded that President 
Rodrigo Duterte respect 
women's rights. 

Continued on next page 



A protester dances during a march on Internationai Women's Day in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, 
March 8, 2020, Thousands ot women are marching in Madrid and other Spanish cities as part of 
Internationai Women's Day. 

Associated Press 
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A woman covers her face as she participates in a rally celebrating International Women's Day at 
Washington Square Park in New York, Sunday, March 8, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Continued from front 

Turkish riot police fired tear 
gas to disperse thousands 
of demonstrators who, in 
defiance of a government 
ban, tried to march along 
Istanbul's main pedestrian 
street to mark International 
Women’s Day, media re¬ 
ports said. 

Turkish authorities declared 
Istiklal street, near Istanbul’s 
main Taksim square, off- 
limits, and said the planned 
march down the avenue 
was unauthorized. Thou¬ 
sands of demonstrators, 
most of them women, gath¬ 
ered near Istiklal regardless 
and tried to break through 
police barricades to reach 
it, according to the oppo¬ 
sition Cumhuriyet newspa¬ 
per and other media. 

The independent T24 news 
website said police also 
fired blanks to disperse the 
crowd. 

Several demonstrators 
were detained, according 
to Cumhuriyet. 

Turkish authorities have 
restricted protests in the 
country in recent years, cit¬ 
ing security. Police had set 
up barricades on all streets 
leading to Istiklal and 
closed down the nearest 
subway stop. 

In Pakistan, however, wom¬ 
en managed to rally in cities 
across the country, despite 
petitions filed in court seek¬ 
ing to stop them. The oppo¬ 
sition was stirred in part by 
controversy over a slogan 
used in last year's march: 
"My Body, My Choice." 
Some conservative groups 
had threatened to stop 
this year’s marches by 
force. But Pakistani offi¬ 
cials pledged to protect 
the marchers. The rallies 
are notable in a conserva¬ 
tive country where women 
often do not feel safe in 
public places because 
of open harassment. The 
main Islamic political party, 
Jamaat-e-lslami, organized 
its own rallies to counter the 
march. 

In Brazil, protests took a 
political turn, with many 


of the tens of thousands 
of protesters in Sao Paulo, 
Rio de Janeiro and Brasilia 
denouncing the adminis¬ 
tration of far-right President 
Jair Bolsonaro, who has 
made comments seen by 
many as offensive to wom¬ 
en. 

A group of women, their 
mouths covered in a 
blood-colored hand print, 
performed a dance in 
commemoration of Mari- 
elle Franco, the black Rio 
state councilwoman that 
was killed in 2018. Two 
years have gone by and 
the mastermind of the at¬ 
tack against the leftist poli¬ 
tician and LGBT activist has 
yet to be found. 

One of the largest demon¬ 
strations occurred in Chile, 
where crowds thousands 
flooded the streets of the 
capital with dancing, mu¬ 
sic and angry demands 
for gender equality and 
an end to violence against 
women. 

"They kill us, they rape us 
and nobody does any¬ 
thing," some chanted. 
National police estimated 
125,000 took part in the 
capital and nearly 35,000 in 
other cities, but organizers 
said the crowds were far 
larger. Scattered clashes 
broke out at points when 
demonstrators threw rocks 
at police, who responded 
with water cannon. 

Many protesters demand¬ 
ed that a proposed new 
constitution strengthen 
rights for women and thou¬ 
sands wore green scarves 
in a show of support for ac¬ 
tivists in neighboring Argen¬ 
tina, which is considering a 
proposal to legalize elec¬ 
tive abortion. 

Tens of thousands of wom¬ 
en also marched through 
Paris, inveighing against 
the "virus of the patriarchy." 
"Enough impunity!" chant¬ 
ed some activists, who fo¬ 
cused on France’s unusu¬ 
ally high rate of women 
killed by their husbands. 
Last year, one woman was 
killed every two or three 


days by a current or former 
partner, and the govern¬ 
ment is increasing efforts to 
crack down on domestic 
violence. 

"They should provide re¬ 
sources for shelters for 
women, victim of violence, 
real resources, human re¬ 
sources, also prevention 
programs for violent men," 
union activist Julia Parbo- 
tin said. Tens of thousands 
of women also marched 
in Madrid and other Span¬ 
ish cities, despite concern 
over the spread of the new 
coronavirus. 

A massive banner reading, 
"With rights, without barri¬ 
ers. Feminists without fron¬ 
tiers" in Spanish was carried 
at the front of the march in 
the capital. 

Spanish health authorities 
said did not put any restric¬ 
tions on the march, but 
recommended that any¬ 
one with symptoms similar 
to those of the coronavirus 
stay home. Authorities said 
120,000 people participat¬ 
ed in Madrid’s march, down 
from 350,000 last year. 

At a school in East London, 
meanwhile, the duchess 
of Sussex, Meghan Markle, 
joined students in listening 
to speeches about women 
labor activists, and urged 


both girls and boys to re¬ 
spect the contributions of 
women every day of the 
year. 

"For young men ... you 
have your mothers, sisters, 
girlfriends, friends in your 
life — protect them. Make 
sure they are feeling val¬ 
ued and safe," she told the 
students. But safety was in 
short supply at some events 
to mark the day. 

The detonation of explo¬ 
sives triggered panic at a 
ceremony in Bamenda, 
an English-speaking town 
in the northwest of Camer¬ 
oon. Suspicions focused on 
separatists who had vowed 
to disrupt the events. No 
one was killed or wounded. 
Police in Bishek, the capital 
city of Kyrgyzstan, detained 
about 60 people after a 
group of unidentified men 
broke up what authorities 


called an unauthorized 
rally. 

Demonstrators had gath¬ 
ered in the city’s main 
square to express support 
for women’s and children’s 
rights. But unidentified men 
barged into the gathering. 
Police said people from 
both sides were detained, 
but news reports said they 
were primarily women. 
They were released several 
hours later, after about 10 
had been charged with re¬ 
sisting police, the Akipress 
news agency reported, cit¬ 
ing an attorney. 

In Nicaragua, where au¬ 
thorities have banned 
opposition protests since 
September 2018, police 
surrounded and blocked 
two groups of women at a 
church and human rights 
office who had planned to 
stage a demonstration.Q 
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Trump to skip St. Patrick's Day Hill luncheon, blames Pelosi 


By DARLENE SUPERVISE 

Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) 

— Irish eyes at the U.S. Cap¬ 
itol will not smile on Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

Trump is skipping on annual 
bipartisan luncheon with 
House and Senate lawmak¬ 
ers celebrating the ties that 
bind the U.S. and Ireland, 
a White House spokesman 
said. 

Trump blamed House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 
"Since the speaker has cho¬ 
sen to tear this nation apart 
with her actions and her 


rhetoric, the president will 
not participate in moments 
where she so often chooses 
to drive discord and disuni¬ 
ty," spokesman Judd Deere 
said in on emailed state¬ 
ment. 

The House speaker tradi¬ 
tionally hosts the luncheon. 
Trump instead will cele¬ 
brate with Irish Prime Min¬ 
ister Leo Varadkar at the 
White House on Thursday 
— five days before St. Pat¬ 
rick's Day. 

Drew Hammill, a spokes¬ 
man for Pelosi, said con¬ 
gressional support for the 
U.S.-lreland relationship has 


never been stronger. 

"One would think that the 
White House could set pet¬ 
ty, partisan politics aside 
for this historic occasion," 
Hammill said in an email. 
The lunch became an an¬ 
nual event on Capitol Hill in 
1987, missed by presidents 
just four times since then. 
Bill Clinton sent regrets after 
having knee surgery two 
days before St. Patrick's 
Day in 1997. George W. 
Bush passed on the 2003 
lunch, held days before the 
U.S. invasion of Iraq. 

Politico first reported 
Trump’s decision.^ 



President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting about the 
coronavirus at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
Friday, March 6, 2020, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 



|l Visit our sales office at Azure Beach Residences. 

Exclusive Oceanfiront residences with 1 80“ views of the Caribbean 
f ^ and just a few steps from Eogle Beach. 


www.azure-aruba.com 


■l■297-5946395 


Specializing in grilled seafood, 
Steaks and more. 

L G. Smith Blvd. 7 at Aruba Surfside Marina 
Phone: 583-2666 

E-maif: rcservations@pirtchosaruba.com 
Kitchen closes at 

io:0D pm (seasonal) eScelie'nce 

Live entertainment 
on weekends (seasonal) trip 


















































MONDAY 9 MARCH 


.^llU.S. NEWS 



Despite virus risk, 2020 hopefuis keep up campaigns for now 



Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., works the crowd after speaking at 
a campaign rally in Chicago's Grant Park Saturday, March 7, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By HOPE YEN and WILL 
WEISSERT 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) 

— As the coronavirus hits 
more states. Democratic 
presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders said Sun¬ 
day his campaign is gaug¬ 
ing when it may become 
necessary to cancel the 
large campaign rallies that 
public health experts say 
could be breeding grounds 
to spread the potentially 
deadly illness. 

"Obviously what is most im¬ 
portant to us is to protect 
the health of the American 
people," Sanders said as 
he appeared in a series of 
TV interviews. "And what I 
will tell you, we are talking 
to public health officials all 
over this country." 

"This is an issue that every 
organization, every candi¬ 
date has got to deal with," 
he said. 

Federal health authorities 
have been advising older 
people and those with 
medical conditions, in par¬ 
ticular, to avoid crowded 
spaces, prompting the 
cancellation of music and 
arts festivals and other 
events around the country. 


On Sunday, Surgeon Gen¬ 
eral Jerome Adams noted 
that the average age of 
death for people from the 
coronavirus is 80, while for 
those needing medical at¬ 
tention, it is 60. 

But that so far hasn’t led 
President Donald Trump 
or his two remaining major 


Democratic rivals, Sanders 
and Joe Biden, to cut back 
on big campaign events. 
Each man is in his 70s. 
Sanders said "in the best 
of all possible worlds" the 
three candidates should 
probably limit their travel 
and avoid crowds, "but 
right now, we're running as 


hard as we can." Sanders 
planned a meeting Mon¬ 
day in Detroit with public 
health experts and others 
to discuss the outbreak. 
Trump on Saturday said he 
wasn’t worried about the 
coronavirus getting closer 
to the White House after 
the first case in the nation’s 
capital was confirmed over 
the weekend. Officials also 
said an attendee of a re¬ 
cent political conference 
where Trump himself had 
spoken also tested positive 
for the virus. 

"No, I’m not concerned at 
all. No, I’m not. We’ve done 
a great job," Trump said. 
The Trump campaign said 
Sunday it is "proceeding 
as normal" amid the out¬ 
break, though it has yet to 
announce the president’s 
next rally. 

Adams, acknowledging 
Trump’s busy public sched¬ 
ule, said for many Ameri¬ 
cans "life can’t stop" and 
that ultimately the goal 
was to minimize risk the 
best as possible. 

"But speaking of being at 
risk, the president, he sleeps 
less than I do, and he’s 
healthier than what I am," 
he said. "And so that’s the 
other reason that this mes¬ 
saging is hard, because 
there are 70-year-olds 
who run marathons and 
are healthier than some 
30-year-olds.’’ 

"If people are going to go 


out there, we want them 
to be extra cautious — we 
want them to wash their 
hands frequently," Adams 
said. 

The U.S. death toll from the 
virus has climbed to at least 
19, with all but three vic¬ 
tims in Washington state. 
The number of infections 
swelled to more than 400, 
scattered across the U.S. 
Still, concerns about the 
spreading virus haven’t 
stopped thousands from 
thronging campaign rallies 
in recent days. 

At a Trump rally last week 
in Charlotte, North Caro¬ 
lina, the virus threat didn’t 
deter enthusiastic fans who 
shared buckets of chicken 
fingers in the stands and 
dunked their hands into 
shared vats of popcorn 
while they awaited the 
president’s arrival. 

Sanders drew more than 
7,000 to a convention hall 
in downtown Detroit on 
Friday night and his cam¬ 
paign said 15,000 people 
attended his rally in Chi¬ 
cago's Grant Park on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Mercedes Lopez, a 
56-year-old who owns a 
restaurant in Grand Rapids 
and attended an open-air 
Sanders rally in the city’s 
downtown on Sunday, said 
she’s not afraid of the virus. 
She said she sees the gov¬ 
ernment’s increased con¬ 
cern as a plot to distract 
the electorate from other, 
negative things that are 
occurring, such as increas¬ 
ing petty crime and official 
corruption. 

"There’s a virus but it’s not at 
the level they are saying. 
It’s to distract people," Lo¬ 
pez said. 

Lopez added that she 
wasn’t worried about at¬ 
tending an event with 
such a large group, saying, 
"I’m calm. I’m not going to 
worry about it because 
the more you think about, 
’I’m going to protect myself 
against this one thing or this 
other thing,’ it becomes im¬ 
possible. You can’t protect 
yourself from everything." 
Sanders appeared on 
CNN’s "State of the Union," 
NBC’s "Meet the Press," and 
ABC’s "This Week," and Ad¬ 
ams spoke on CNN and 
CBS’ "Face the Nation.’’Q 
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Native Americans scramble over 
shutdown of Fargo sweat lodge 


By DAVE KOLPACK 
Associated Press 
FARGO, N.D. (AP) — In 

the decade since Fargo 
agreed to host a sweat 
lodge for the many Native 
Americans who live in the 
area, the simple structure 
and its users have suffered 
a series of indignities: The 
land set aside for the lodge 
is in a gritty industrial area, 
a shirtless user was mistak¬ 
en for a vagrant and ar¬ 
rested, and police mistook 
the lodge for a homeless 
encampment and had it 
bulldozed. 

Now, the city has shuttered 
the lodge because of con¬ 
cerns over its safety and 
supervision, and the Native 
Americans who use it are 
worried about how they will 
be able to carry out their 
sacred healing ritual, even 
if many of them agree that 
changes were needed. 

"It would be equivalent to 
the Catholic Church shut¬ 
ting down its location here 
in the Fargo-Moorhead 
area because they real¬ 
ized they had issues they 
needed to fix," Chalsey 
Snyder, a member of the 
city's Native American 
Commission, said recently, 
referring to Moorhead, Min¬ 
nesota, which is across the 
Red River from Fargo. 

"Our traditions and our cer¬ 
emonies are extremely re¬ 
vered." 

Sweat lodges are typically 
built low to the ground, with 
frames made of saplings 
that are covered with ani¬ 
mal hides, blankets or even 
tarps to keep in the steam. 
They are common on reser¬ 


vations, but less so in urban 
areas such as Fargo, which 
is the biggest city in North 
Dakota, with slightly more 
than 100,000 residents. 
Snyder, who belongs to the 
Three Affiliated Tribes, said 
the shuttering of the Fargo 
sweat lodge in Decem¬ 
ber has caused an emer¬ 
gency for its diverse users, 
including some who come 
from as far away as South 
Dakota and Canada. The 
ceremonies, which are of¬ 
ten referred to as "sweats," 
are important rituals that 
are meant to purify mind 
and body and that serve 
various other functions, de¬ 
pending on the tribe. The 
ceremonies are typically 
broken into rounds, with 
singing, praying, talking 
and drumming. 

Whitney Fear, a member 
of the Oglala Lakota Tribe 
who serves with Snyder on 
Fargo's Native American 
Commission, said time in 
a sweat lodge — referred 
to in the Lakota culture as 
Inipi — "takes us to a place 
that is reminiscent of the 
womb." She credits it with 
helping her mother stave 
off Stage 4 breast cancer 
two decades ago when 
an oncologist told her that 
her chemotherapy and ra¬ 
diation treatments weren't 
working. 

"The medical professional in 
me probably could not ex¬ 
plain that with science, but 
the Lakota woman in me 
can explain that it was the 
strength of what happens 
in Inipi that helped save 
her life," said Fear, a mental 
health nurse practitioner at 


a Fargo community health 
clinic. 

When the city decided 
to close the sweat lodge. 
Mayor Tim Mahoney, a 
longtime supporter of the 
lodge who founded the 
Native American Com¬ 
mission, cited reports that 
there had been uncon¬ 
trolled heat during cer¬ 
emonies that could have 
injured participants. A city 
memo in January also said 
some ceremonies lacked a 
helper and water pourer, 
as required by the Native 
American Commission's 
rules. 

"A variety of people take 
part in the sweat and we 
just haven't had a consis¬ 
tent group or committee to 
manage it," Mahoney said. 
The city's fears are not un¬ 
founded. In 2009, three 
people died from heat 
exposure during a sweat 
lodge ceremony in Arizona 
run by a non-Native Ameri¬ 
can self-help author who 
eventually served nearly 
two years in prison for negli¬ 
gent homicide. He was crit¬ 
icized by Native American 
leaders for desecrating a 
sacred ceremony through 
carelessness that reflected 
poorly on sweat ceremo¬ 
nies run safely by experi¬ 
enced lodge leaders. 

The Native American Com¬ 
mission requires that each 
spiritual or lodge leader 
have proper training and 
rights from their respective 
tribes, but both Snyder and 
Fear said they haven't been 
comfortable with some of 
the people participating in 
ceremonies. □ 



A Native American sweat iodge located on city property in on 
industrial area of south Fargo, N.D., is pictured on Thursday, Feb. 
27, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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Nursing homes face unique challenge with coronavirus 



In this March 4, 2020, photo, nursing assistant Natasha Borges, right, heips Rene Gonzalez, left, 
dry his hands after washing them at Little Havana Activities and Nutrition Centers of Dade County, 
Inc., in Miami. 

Associated Press 


By KELLI KENNEDY and 
ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
MIAMI (AP) — From Miami 
to Seattle, nursing homes 
and other facilities for the 
elderly ore stockpiling 
masks and thermometers, 
preparing for staff short¬ 
ages and screening visitors 
to protect a particularly 
vulnerable population from 
the coronavirus. 

In Chino, where the out¬ 
break began, the disease 
has been substantially 
deadlier for the elderly. In 
Italy, the epicenter of the 
virus outbreak in Europe, 
the more than 100 people 
who died were either elder¬ 
ly, sick with other complica¬ 
tions, or both. 

Of the 21 deaths across the 
U.S. os of Sunday, at least 
16 hod been linked to a 
Seottle-orea nursing home, 
along with many other in¬ 
fections among residents, 
staff and family members. 
The Seattle Times report¬ 
ed that a second nursing 
home and a retirement 
community in the area had 
each reported one cose of 
the virus. 

That has put other facilities 
in the U.S. on high alert, es¬ 
pecially in states with large 
populations of older resi¬ 
dents, such as Florida and 
California. About 2.5 million 
people live in long-term 
care facilities in the United 
States. 

"For people over the age 
of 80 ... the mortality rate 
could be as high as 15 per¬ 
cent," said Mark Parkinson, 
president of the nursing 
home trade group Ameri¬ 
can Fleolth Core Associa¬ 
tion. 

The federal government 
is now focusing all nurs¬ 
ing home inspections on 
infection control, singling 
out facilities in cities with 
confirmed cases and those 
previously cited for not fol¬ 
lowing protocol. 

Federal rules already re¬ 


quire the homes to hove on 
infection prevention spe¬ 
cialist on staff, and many 
hove long hod measures in 
place to deal with seasonal 
flus and other ailments that 
pose a higher risk to the el¬ 
derly. 

Even so, facilities' response 
to the coronavirus has var¬ 
ied across the country. 

In Florida, where about 
160,000 seniors live in nurs¬ 
ing homes and ossisted- 
living facilities, mandatory 
visitor screening is not in 
place "because we’re not 
at that stage," said Kristen 
Knapp, o spokeswoman for 
the Florida Health Core As¬ 
sociation. 

But elder core centers are 
posting signs urging visitors 
to stay away if they have 
symptoms, and are look¬ 
ing into alternate ways for 
families to connect, such 
as through video chats, 
Knapp said. 

Concierges in the 14 Florida 
nursing homes run by the 
Palm Gardens corporation 


are now giving all visitors a 
short questionnaire asking 
about symptoms, recent 
travel and contact with 
others, said company Vice 
President Luke Neumann. 
Neumann said the nurs¬ 
ing homes also hove pur¬ 
chased extra thermom¬ 
eters in case they need to 
check visitors’ temperatures 
and stockpiled preventive 
supplies, including medical 
masks, protective eyewear 
and gowns. In the laundry 
rooms, they are making 
sure to use enough bleach 
and heat to kill any linger¬ 
ing virus germs, he said. 

At the South Shore Reha¬ 
bilitation and Skilled Core 
Center south of Boston, pa¬ 
tient Leo Marchond keeps 
a container of disinfecting 
wipes on a shelf by his bed 
that he uses several times a 
day. The 71-year-old Viet¬ 
nam veteran and retired 
truck driver has chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis¬ 
ease that mokes it difficult 
for him to breathe. The pos¬ 


sibility of contracting the 
coronavirus scares him. 

"It’s a concern," Marchond 
said. "It really is." 

Many facilities across the 
country hove said they 
were having trouble get¬ 
ting medical masks and 
gowns because of short¬ 
ages. 

More intensive screening 
of visitors, meanwhile, is not 
sitting well with some. 
"Some of the visitors have 
been quite reluctant to 
comply, and that has been 
stressful," said Janet Snipes, 
executive director of Holly 
Heights Nursing Center in 
Denver. 

Under federal regulations, 
nursing homes are consid¬ 
ered o patient's residence, 
and the facilities want to 
keep them connected with 
family, especially when 
they are near death. 

"I don’t think you can flat- 
out prevent visitors," said Dr. 
David A. Nace, director of 
long-term care and flu pro¬ 
grams at the University of 


Pittsburgh Department of 
Medicine. He oversees 300 
facilities in Pennsylvania. 

For now, facilities in most 
states ore stressing ba¬ 
sic precautions, including 
hand washing and cough¬ 
ing etiquette. 

Centers throughout the 
country are also trying to 
prepare their staffs for the 
worst. 

An adult day care center 
in Miami’s Little Havana 
neighborhood bought 
long-lasting prepared 
meals in preparation for 
possible shortages. The He¬ 
brew Home in Riverdale, 
New York, is running nurs¬ 
ing staff through drills to see 
how they will handle situa¬ 
tions at the 750-bed facility 
if the virus progresses. Their 
IT department is setting up 
infrastructure for staff to 
work remotely if they be¬ 
come sick. 

"If one of our sites has an 
outbreak, we quickly will 
deplete the staff in that 
location," said Randy Bury, 
CEO of The Good Samari¬ 
tan Society, one of the 
largest not-for-profit provid¬ 
ers of senior care services 
in the country, with 19,000 
employees in 24 states. 
Some families are consider¬ 
ing pulling their loved ones 
out of facilities. 

Kathleen Churchyard said 
her family has decided 
to move her 80-year-old 
mother out of her retire¬ 
ment community near 
Jacksonville, Florida, and 
into her sister’s home near¬ 
by if the virus is confirmed in 
the area. 

Churchyard, who lives in 
Concord, North Carolina, 
worries her mother is not 
taking it seriously, and is 
particularly worried about 
her dining hall. 

"I tried to get her to buy 
some stuff to prepare. ... 
She said, 'No. If (the virus) 
takes me, it takes me,’" 
Churchyard said.Q 
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Suit: Website sold 
ammo to underage 
accused Texas shooter 


SANTA FE, Texas (AP) — A 
teenager accused of fa¬ 
tally shooting 10 people of 
a Texas high school in 2018 
was able to buy more than 
100 rounds of ammunition 
online because his age 
was not verified, according 
to a lawsuit alleging that 
the website involved broke 
federal law. 

Dimitrios Pagourtzis was 
a 17-year-old junior at 
the time of the May 2018 
shooting at Santa Fe High 
School. Federal law prohib¬ 
its minors from purchasing 
handgun ammunition, and 
bars licensed gun compa¬ 
nies from selling handgun 
or shotgun ammunition 
to minors or anyone they 
have reason to believe is 
under the age of 21. 
According to an amend¬ 
ed lawsuit filed Thursday, 
Pagourtzis initially ordered 
50 rounds of hollow-point 
handgun ammunition and 
105 rounds of 12-gauge 
shotgun ammunition, the 
Houston Chronicle report¬ 
ed. Two weeks later, he 
purchased an additional 
35 rounds of shotgun am¬ 
munition — both times from 
the website Luckygunner. 
com that did not require 
him to make an account, 
submit proof of age or set¬ 
up a secure two-step au¬ 
thorization, the filing said. 
Among those killed at the 
school was a Pakistani ex¬ 
change student whose 


parents filed the amended 
petition. It's part of a lawsuit 
filed against the suspect’s 
parents. Rose Marie Kos- 
metatos and Antonios Pa¬ 
gourtzis, alleging they knew 
their son was exhibiting 
extreme behavior and yet 
failed to prevent him from 
accessing their firearms, 
which authorities believe 
were used in the shooting. 
Luckygunner.com, along 
with its owners. Red Stag, 
have been listed as ad¬ 
ditional defendants in the 
amended lawsuit, which 
claims Red Stag mailed 
the ammunition via FedEx 
without requiring an adult 
to sign for the package. 
Neither Luckygunner.com 
nor Red Stag responded to 
requests from the Houston 
Chronicle for comment. 
Everytown Law, the legal 
arm for Everytown for Gun 
Safety Support Fund, a na¬ 
tionwide group, filed the 
petition on behalf of Ab¬ 
dul Aziz Sheikh and Farah 
Naz, the parents of Sabika 
Sheikh, who arrived as an 
exchange student last Au¬ 
gust. 

In a statement. Sheikh's 
parents said they are com¬ 
mitted to fighting for ac¬ 
countability and for a safer 
future. 

"People need to know just 
how easy it was for the 
shooter to buy ammunition 
from a website that failed 
to take even basic steps 


Med student charged 
with research smuggling 
freed on bond 


WORCESTER, Mass. (AP) — 

A medical student from 
China who U.S. authorities 
say tried to smuggle can¬ 
cer research material out 
of the country has been 
freed on $100,000 bond 
over the objections of fed¬ 
eral prosecutors. 

Zaosong Zheng, 30, walked 
out of U.S. District Court in 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
on Friday but will remain un¬ 
der GPS-monitored house 


arrest. The Telegram & Ga¬ 
zette reported. His passport 
has also been confiscated. 
Zheng was arrested in De¬ 
cember at Logan Interna¬ 
tional Airport in Boston with 
21 vials of cancer cells in 
a suitcase he was taking 
to China, authorities said. 
Zheng stole the materials 
from his lab at Harvard- 
affiliated Beth Israel Dea¬ 
coness Medical Center, 
authorities allege. □ 
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In this Feb. 25, 2019, file photo Dimitrios Pagourtzis, the Santa Fe 
High School teenage student accused of killing 10 people in a 
May 2018 shooting at the high school, is escorted by Galveston 
County Sheriff's Office deputies into the jury assembly room for a 
change of venue hearing at the Galveston County Courthouse 
in Galveston, Texas. 

Associated Press 


to protect the public," the 
statement said. 

Pagourtzis was charged 
with capital murder and 


faces life in prison. He is 
being held at a maximum- 
security mental health 
facility.G 
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Amid tensions, fire damages Greek island refugee center 



A man stands next to a burned installation which built tor migrants, on the northeastern Aegean 
island ot Lesbos, Greece, Sunday, March 8, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By DEMETRIS NELLAS unde¬ 
fined 

ATHENS (AP) — A fire broke 
out at a refugee center on 
the Greek island of Lesbos, 
Greece's firefighting ser¬ 
vice said Sunday, causing 
cansiderable damage to a 
warehause but no injuries. 

If Vv'os the second fire at 
an installation built for mi¬ 
grants, after a reception 
center was burned down 
by unknown perpetrators 
last Monday. The ware¬ 
house, which contained 
furniture and electrical ap¬ 
pliances, was completely 
destroyed, a firefighting 
spokesman tald The Asso¬ 
ciated Press an canditian 
of anonymity, because an 
investigation into the fire is 
ongoing. 

The blaze at the refugee 
center came amid a tense 
standoff between Turkey 
and the Eurapean Unian 
aver who is responsible for 
the millions of migrants and 
refugees an Turkish territory 
and the thausands wha 
have massed recently at 
the Greek border. 
Thousands of migrants 
headed for Turkey's land 
border with EU member 
Greece after Turkish Presi¬ 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan's gavernment an¬ 
nounced earlier this month 
that it would no longer pre¬ 
vent migrants and refugees 
from crossing over into EU 
countries. 

Greece has deployed riot 
police and border guards 
to repel people trying to 
enter the country and the 
Greek border area has 
since seen violent confron- 


SKOPJE, North Macedo¬ 
nia (AP) — Police in North 
Macedonia discovered 
56 migrants during a rou¬ 
tine search of a truck and 
arrested the driver on sus¬ 
picion of belonging to a 
trafficking ring that braught 
them in tram Greece, au¬ 
thorities said Sunday. 

The incident tcok place 
late Saturday in the fawn 
at Gevgelija, near the bor¬ 
der with Greece, about 160 


tations between them and 
the migrants. 

On Saturday, youths threw 
rocks at Greek police and 
tried to break down a bor¬ 
der fence. 

Throughout Sunday, ac¬ 
tivity at the Greek-Turkish 
border was reduced com¬ 
pared ta previaus days, 
althaugh there were still at¬ 
tempts ta breach Greece's 
harder fence, with Greek 
forces pushing back. 
According to police data, 
a total of 745 people were 
prevented from crossing 
the border and there were 
two arrests from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Sunday. In total, 
there have been 293 ar¬ 
rests since 6 a.m. an Feb. 
29, and 41,060 people pre¬ 
vented from crossing over 


kilometers (100 miles) south 
of the capital, Skopje, late 
Saturday. The truck driver 
was identified as a 46-year- 
old Macedonian national. 
The migrants, 54 Pakistanis 
and two Afghans, are ex¬ 
pected tc be transferred 
to a detention center in 
Gevgelija pending depar- 
tation back tc Greece. 
Ncrth Macedonia has in¬ 
creased petrels on the bor¬ 
der with Greece, after Tur- 


intc Greece. 

Cyprus announced Sunday 
evening that it will send 22 
riot policemen, or a "full an¬ 
ti-demonstration unit" to the 
border to assist Greece. Cy¬ 
priot government spokes¬ 
man Kyriakos Kousios said 
that a Greek military plane 
was on its way tc Cyprus to 
pick up the reinforcements 
later Sunday. 

Earlier Sunday, Kcusics 
had released a statement 
saying that the decisicn 
to send the force was an¬ 
nounced by Cypriot Presi¬ 
dent Nicos Anastassiades 
to Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis during 
a telephone conversation 
the two had Sunday morn¬ 
ing. 

"The president's proposal 


key epened its border last 
week to outgoing migrants. 
Caretaker Prime Minister 
Oliver Spasovski said Sun¬ 
day that North Macedonia 
will resist any attempts by 
migrants to cross the bor¬ 
der. 

"We will have zerc tcler- 
ance and we will net allcw 
entry cf migrants, because 
this is the policy of all states 
in the regicn," Spasevski 
said.Q 


was gratefully accepted 
by Greece's Prime Minis¬ 
ter and, therefore, a force 
from Cyprus' security forces 
will travel to Greece im¬ 
mediately to defend and 
guard Greece's, and Eu¬ 
rope's, borders," the Cyprus 
spokesman's earlier state¬ 
ment said. 

In Istanbul on Sunday, Erdc- 
gan called cn Greece tc 
open its borders and allcw 
the migrants to move on to 
other European ccuntries. 
"These people won't stay 
(in your country), they will 
move to other European 
countries," Erdogan said. 
"Why don't you open your 
gates too, let them go to 
other countries, and rid 
ycurself of this burden." 

In a speech marking Inter- 
naticnal Wemen's Day, Er- 
degan asserted that wem- 
en and children were bear¬ 
ing the brunt of the crisis. 

"Is the West's heart break¬ 
ing over all of this? No. Is it 
raising its voice? No," Erdo¬ 
gan said. 

The Greek government re¬ 
leased a videc purporting 
to show a Turkish armored 
vehicle trying to pull down 
part cf harder fence with 
a rope. It claimed the ve¬ 
hicle was partly purchased 
with EU border funds. The 
Associated Press could not 
verify the authenticity of 
the video. There was no 
immediate comment from 
Turkish officials. 


Greece also arrested five 
migrants overnight. 

Turkey is accusing Greece 
cf mistreating the migrants. 
Many migrants have repert- 
ed crossing into Greece, 
being beaten by Greek 
authorities and summarily 
farced back into Turkey. 

A member of the UNHCR, 
the United Nations' refugee 
agency in place, acknowl¬ 
edged the reports. 

"We are aware of reports 
of pushbacks and exces¬ 
sive use of force along the 
borders We are calling far 
calm, the easing cf ten¬ 
sion and far all efforts to be 
made tc avcid any type of 
violence," said UNHCR of¬ 
ficial Margaritis Petritzikis, 
without getting into specif¬ 
ics. 

Erdogan will travel to Brus¬ 
sels on Monday to meet 
with European Council 
President Charles Michel 
and European Cemmis- 
sion President Ursula van 
der Leyen about a 2016 
Turkey-EU agreement cn 
centaining the refugee 
flows to Europe that has 
now collapsed. Each side 
has blamed the other. A 
EU spokesman said the cri¬ 
sis in Syria and security and 
stability in the region would 
also be discussed. 

The deal called for Turkey 
to halt the flow of Europe- 
bound migrants and refu¬ 
gees in exchange far up to 
6 billion euros ($6.7 billion) 
in aid for Syrian refugees 
on its territory, fast-track EU 
membership and visa-free 
travel to Europe for Turkish 
citizens. 

"I hope that we will return 
tram Brussels with a differ¬ 
ent result," Erdogan said. 
Erdogan has demanded 
that Europe shoulder more 
of the burden of caring far 
refugees, accusing the EU 
of failing to disburse the 
money. He announced 
that Turkey, which already 
houses more than 3.5 mil¬ 
lion Syrian refugees, would 
no longer be Europe's 
gatekeeper. 

EU fereign ministers have 
criticized Turkey, saying it 
is using the migrants' des- 
peraticn "for political pur¬ 
poses." EU countries are still 
dealing with the political 
fallout from a wave of mass 
migration five years ago. □ 


North Macedonia police discover 
56 migrants in truck 
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MH17 relatives protest against 
Russia with 298 empty chairs 



Rob Fredriksz, who lost his son Bryce and his girlfriend Daisy, 
places a sign next to 298 empty chairs, each choir for one of the 
298 victims of the downed Malaysia Air flight MH17, placed in a 
pork opposite the Russian embassy in The Hogue, Netherlands, 
Sunday, March 8, 2020. 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The families of peo¬ 
ple killed when a missile 
shof down Malaysia Air¬ 
lines Flighf 17 over easfern 
Ukraine in 2014 sef ouf 298 
whife chairs oufside fhe 
Russian Embassy on Sunday 
in a silenf profest against 
Moscow’s lack of coopera¬ 
tion in fhe investigation into 
the downing of the passen¬ 
ger jet. 

The chairs — laid out in rows 
like seats in an airplane — 
represented the victims 
who died when a Buk mis¬ 
sile fired from territory held 
by pro-Russia separatist 
rebels shot down the Am- 
sterdam-to-Kuala Lumpur 
flighton July 17, 2014, killing 
everybody on board. 

The families stood in silence 
for two minutes after ar¬ 
ranging the chairs and signs 
including one that read: 
"Impunity = unacceptable! 
Someone knows what hap¬ 
pened ... Justice for MH17." 
The protest came on the 
eve of a Dutch trial for 
three Russians and a Ukrai¬ 
nian charged with murders 
for their alleged roles in the 
missile strike. 

Russia denies involvement 
and has dismissed the inter¬ 
national investigation that 
led to the four suspects 
being charged, saying it 
is prejudiced against Mos¬ 
cow. 

Relatives accuse Russian 
authorities of seeking to 
hide the facts about exact¬ 
ly what happened. 

Piet Ploeg, who lost his 
brother, Alex, his sister-in- 
law and his nephew, said 
families weren't accusing 
Russia of downing the Boe¬ 
ing 777. 


"But we are having a pro¬ 
test against the lack of co¬ 
operation of the Russian 
state in the investigation of 
the downing of MH17. And 
we want them to cooper¬ 
ate and stop obstructing 
the investigations." 

In Moscow, Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova accused investi¬ 
gators of presuming Russia's 
guilt before the court hear¬ 
ing opens Monday and 
launching a "media cam¬ 
paign" to support the case 
and whitewash alleged 
gaps in the evidence. 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo noted: "All of those 
indicted are members of 
Russia-led forces in east¬ 
ern Ukraine," and called 
on Moscow "to cease its 
continuing aggressive and 
destabilizing activities in 
Ukraine." 

Families are convinced Rus¬ 
sia knows — and is blocking 
— the truth. 

"What we’re doing here 
today, this is truly us mak¬ 
ing a silent statement to 
somebody who may have 
the answers," said Lucas 
Schansman, whose neph¬ 
ew Quinn — a joint Dutch- 
American citizen — was 
among the dead. 

The Joint Investigation 
Team last year named four 
suspects: Russians Igor Gir- 
kin, Sergey Dubinskiy and 
Oleg Pulatov as well as 
Ukrainian Leonid Kharchen¬ 
ko. None of them is expect¬ 
ed to attend the start of the 
trial Monday in a courtroom 
near Schiphol, the Amster¬ 
dam airport from which the 
doomed flight took off. 
Neither Russia nor Ukraine 
extradites its citizens. Russia 


and pro-Russia separatists 
continued to deny involve¬ 
ment, even after pros¬ 
ecutors alleged that the 
Buk missile system which 
destroyed the passenger 
plane was transported into 
Ukraine from the Russian 
53rd Anti-Aircraft Missile Bri¬ 
gade's base in Kursk and 
the launching system was 
then returned to Russia. 

The team examined the 
wreckage and body parts, 
questioned witnesses and 
experts, studied radar and 
satellite images and ana¬ 
lyzed data and intercept¬ 
ed communications before 
indicting the four suspects. 
Investigators said last year 
there was "almost daily 
telephone contact" be¬ 
tween the self-proclaimed 
leaders of the pro-Russia 
rebel Donetsk People’s Re¬ 
public "and their contacts 
in the Russian Federation" 
using secure phones pro¬ 
vided by the Russian secu¬ 
rity service." 

The five nations that make 
up the international team 
— Australia, Belgium, Ma¬ 
laysia, Ukraine and the 
Netherlands — signed a 
deal Sunday extending 
their cooperation. 

"The prolongation ensures 
the investigation into the 
downing of MH17 contin¬ 
ues unabated and in paral¬ 
lel with the trial of the four 
suspects," Dutch prosecu¬ 
tors said in a statement. 
Families are hoping the 
trial, expected to last for 
more than a year, will shed 
definitive light on exactly 
what happened. 

"The really important thing 
is that the truth comes out, 
because the truth has been 


in short supply over the last 
five and a half years," said 
Jon O'Brien, who flew to 
the Netherlands from Syd- 


Associated Press 

ney, Australia, with his wife 
Meryn to watch the trial. 
Their son. Jack, was among 
those killed on MHl 7.Q 
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Thai judge who alleged 
interference dies in 2nd 
suicide bid 

By BUSABA SIVASOMBOON 
Associated Press 

BANGKOK (AP) — Police in Thailand say a judge who 
shot himself last year to publicize alleged interference 
in his work has died after what was apparently a sec¬ 
ond suicide attempt. 

Police Maj. Sathitchai Nitayawan in the northern prov¬ 
ince of Chiang Mai said that Khanakorn Pianchana 
died in a hospital after apparently shooting himself in 
the chest Saturday morning. 

Khanakorn had posted a letter on his Facebook page 
several hours before his death complaining that he 
was being persecuted after his suicide attempt in Oc¬ 
tober last year. 

He was moved from his post as a lower court judge in 
the southern province of Yala and reassigned to Chi¬ 
ang Mai. His letter said he feared he would lose his 
position as a judge and face criminal charges related 
to his first suicide attempt. 

That incident drew great attention because of his al¬ 
legations that he had been pressured to change his 
verdicts in some politically charged cases related to 
a long-running Muslim separatist insurgency in Thai¬ 
land’s southernmost provinces. 

He had shot himself in the chest with a pistol in his Yala 
courtroom after acquitting five defendants of murder 
and firearms charges that could have condemned 
three to death. 

A 25-page statement attributed to him that circulat¬ 
ed online after that incident accused his superiors of 
trying to force him to change the verdicts to guilty. Su¬ 
pervising judges are allowed to see lower court rulings 
before they are issued — one of Khanakorn's major 
complaints. 

Khanakorn’s statement made several references to 
the south’s security situation. He said that confessions 
obtained from alleged insurgents in harsh conditions 
of detention were not convincing evidence — a point 
frequently raised by rights activists, who have ac¬ 
cused the army of using torture. 

Court officials after the October incident blamed per¬ 
sonal stress for Khanakorn’s action and denied undue 
influence on verdicts. 

Thailand’s court system has long been criticized, gen¬ 
erally over charges of corruption but more recently 
for an allegedly political bias. Previous attempts to re¬ 
form the judiciary have been bitterly resisted, and the 
courts still spurn most criticism. 

In cases since 2006, supporters of ousted Prime Min¬ 
ister Thaksin Shinawatra and pro-democracy activists 
opposed to military interference in politics often be¬ 
lieved they were unfairly targeted for prosecution by 
the courts, which are seen as allies of Thailand’s tradi¬ 
tional royalist-military ruling establishment. 

"I believe that I will certainly be punished and fired 
from my job," Khanakorn declared in his latest online 
letter, which declared this his "body and mind cannot 
bear the feeling of utmost grief." 

"To my friends, relatives and the Thai people, I assure 
you that everything I have done, I did with a clear 
conscience and I do not regret it," he wrote. "I am 
proud to be a part of a movement in bringing justice 
to the people." 

His note also included a plea for people to donate to 
a bank account to help provide for the education of 
his daughter.Q 



Rescuers work at the site of a collapsed five-story hotel building in Quanzhou city in southeast 
China's Fujian province Saturday, March 7, 2020. 

Associated Press 


10 dead, 23 missing as hotel 
in China virus fight collapses 


BEIJING (AP) — At least 10 
people were killed in the 
collapse of Chinese ho¬ 
tel that was being used to 
isolate people who had 
arrived from other parts of 
China hit hard by the coro- 
navirus outbreak, authori¬ 
ties said Sunday. 

The sudden collapse of the 
building in the southeastern 
city of Quanzhou on Satur¬ 
day evening trapped 71 
people, China’s Ministry of 
Emergency Management 
said. 

The ministry said that 38 
had been rescued and 23 
were still missing. Most of 
the rescued were taken 
to hospitals for treatment, 
some with serious injuries 
The cause of the collapse 
was under investigation, 
and the owner of the build¬ 
ing was put under police 
control, the official Xinhua 
News Agency said. 


Two retail spaces on the 
first floor of the seven-story 
building were undergoing 
remodeling, and a pillar re¬ 
portedly deformed a few 
minutes before the col¬ 
lapse, Xinhua said, quoting 
a housing and develop¬ 
ment official. 

Built in 2013, the building 
was later converted to a 
66-room hotel that opened 
in June 2018, Quanzhou 
authorities said. The coast¬ 
al city is in Fujian province, 
across the Taiwan Strait 
from the island of Taiwan. 
The city said that 58 people 
from epidemic-hit areas 
were staying at the Xinjia 
Hotel for medical observa¬ 
tion. 

All had tested negative 
for the virus. Most Chinese 
cities are isolating people 
coming from Hubei prov¬ 
ince, where the disease is 
most widespread, for 14 


days. 

Hotel workers and employ¬ 
ees of an auto shop in the 
building were also inside at 
the time of the collapse. 
More than 1,000 firefight¬ 
ers and seven rescue dogs 
were dispatched to the 
site, according to the Minis¬ 
try of Emergency Manage¬ 
ment. News photos showed 
rescue workers with lights 
bringing out people, some 
bloodied by the collapse. 
Rubble could be seen on 
cars in front of the building. 
China, where the new virus 
first emerged in Decem¬ 
ber, has confirmed more 
than 80,000 cases, about 
75 percent of the global to¬ 
tal. More than 3,000 people 
have died in China. Most 
of the cases have been in 
Wuhan, an inland city in 
Hubei province about 670 
kilometers (475 miles) north¬ 
west of Quanzhou. □ 


Scores detained at women's 
rally in Kyrgyzstan 


MOSCOW (AP) — Police in 
the capital of Kyrgyzstan 
have detained about 60 
people after an unauthor¬ 
ized rally to mark Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Day was 
broken up by a group of 
men. 

The disorder took place 
Sunday at a main square in 


Bishkek. 

Demonstrators gathered 
for a rally to express sup¬ 
port for women’s and chil¬ 
dren’s rights, but unidenti¬ 
fied males barged into the 
gathering. Bishkek police 
said people from both sides 
were detained, but news 
reports said the detainees 


were primarily women. 

The Akipress news agen¬ 
cy cited lawyer Bakytbek 
Aftandil as saying those 
detained were released 
several hours later and 
that about 10 of them had 
been charged with resist¬ 
ing police, which carries a 
fine of 3000 soms ($70) .□ 
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In Uganda, a peace festival seeks 
end to violence in Africa 


KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — 

Young people played tug 
of war and others shook 
their bodies to crowd¬ 
pleasing music os a scorch¬ 
ing African sun set near the 
Ugandan capital. A tipsy 
poet drew loud cheers by 
repeatedly reciting "One 
day. Someday. Could be 
this day." 

Others painted their fac¬ 
es, ate barbecued goat, 
played chess and prac¬ 
ticed yoga. The good-na¬ 
tured gathering attracted 
scores of people in support 
of the day when all of Afri¬ 
ca would be free of armed 
violence. 

The Mora Mara peace fes¬ 
tival drew inspiration from 
the African Union’s decla¬ 
ration of 2020 os the year 
for "silencing the guns" on 
a continent that has long 
faced violence ranging 
from civil war to ethnic ri¬ 
valries and rebel insurgen¬ 
cies. In an effort to reduce 
the number of illegal weap¬ 
ons in circulation across 
the continent, the AU has 
said there will be on am¬ 
nesty during the month of 
September when illegally- 
owned guns can be turned 
over to local authorities. 
Leaders of the African 
Union, a continent-wide 
bloc that is often accused 
of not doing enough to end 
armed violence, have said 
it will reach out to youths to 
discourage them from tak¬ 
ing up arms. 

Africa still has multiple con¬ 
flict zones ranging from Is¬ 
lamic extremist violence in 
West Africa's Sahel region 
and in parts of Nigeria to 
armed rebellion by militias 
in eastern Congo. In South 
Sudan, the world's new¬ 
est country, hundreds of 
thousands of people were 
killed and over 1 million dis¬ 
placed by a five-year civil 


war that officially ended 
in 2018, but still simmers. 
That conflict has created 
Africa's worst refugee crisis 
since the 1994 genocide 
in Rwanda. Africa Peace 
Zones, a network of volun¬ 
teers who organized the 
weekend peace gather¬ 
ing in Uganda in support of 
the AU's mission, acknowl¬ 
edged the task at hand 
as "ambitious," citing chal¬ 
lenges including gender- 
based violence, unemploy¬ 
ment and climate change. 
"And while sustainable so¬ 
lutions will require actions 
from a cross-section of so¬ 
ciety, we believe that os 
Africa’s young people, we 
hold the key to building 
a continent free of oil vio¬ 
lence," the group said in o 
statement. "Some of Af¬ 
rica's strongest attributes — 
tolerance, kindness, gen¬ 
erosity, resilience, problem 
solving and a team spirit 
— are the very foundation 
of negotiation, mediation 
and reconciliation os alter¬ 
natives to violence." 
Uganda has enjoyed rela¬ 
tive peace for nearly 20 
years, since the end of 
a deadly rebellion in the 
country’s north. But the East 
African country has had 
spots of political violence, 
with the security forces ac¬ 
cused of cracking down 
on opposition activities. 
President Yoweri Museveni 
has been in power since 
1986 and is trying to extend 
his rule further, prompting 
concerns about possible 
violence around elections 
in 2021. Young Ugandans 
such os William Musinguzi, 
a painter at the festival 
who drew a mop of Africa 
with the red spots indicat¬ 
ing those countries battling 
insurgencies and civil war, 
cite mistrust of authorities 
with guns. The 25-year-old 


noted with pleasure that 
there were no police at the 
event, saying that meant 
peace. For Gerry Ssebun- 
ya, a dance instructor and 
mental health advocate 
whose family was affected 
by war in northern Uganda, 
peace festivals ore a "fan¬ 
tastic way" to reach out to 
young people in need of 
sense of communion. □ 


In this photo taken Saturday, March 7, 2020, Ugandans take 
part in painting activities during the Mara Mara peace festival in 
Kampala, Uganda. 

Associated Press 
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AP Explains: Mexican women to march against gender violence 



In this Feb. 18, 2020 file photo, women protest against gender violence in front of the presidential 
office and residence, in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 


By AMY GUTHRIE 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Pro¬ 
tests against gender vio¬ 
lence in Mexico have in- 
tensitied in recent years 
amid an increase in kill¬ 
ings ot women and girls. 
The killings are often ac¬ 
companied by sexual as¬ 
sault and sometimes grisly 
mutilations. Women are 
expected to express their 
outrage in a march in 
Mexico City on Sunday, In¬ 
ternational Women's Day. 
Smaller demonstrations will 
be held across the country. 
Women and girls also plan 
to hold protests on Mon¬ 
day. Mexican women are 
being urged to skip school, 
shun housework and stay 
home from work to show 
the country what it's like to 
go one day without them. 

WHY ARE THEY MARCHING? 

Government statistics show 
that more than 10 females 
are slain on average ev¬ 
ery day in Mexico, making 
it one of the most danger- 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A 64-year-old man 
died in Argentina as a re¬ 
sult of the new coronavirus, 
the first such death in Latin 
America, health authorities 
announced Saturday. 

The Ministry of Health said 
the patient lived in Bue¬ 
nos Aires and had been 
confirmed with COVID-19 
after coming down with 
a cough, fever and sore 
throat following a recent 
trip to Europe. 

The patient, who suffered 
kidney failure, had a history 
of diabetes, hypertension 
and bronchitis before be¬ 
ing infected with the virus, 
a statement said. He had 
been in intensive care since 
being admitted to a public 
hospital Wednesday. 
Officials said the man was 
not one of the eight con¬ 
firmed COVID-19 cases 
previously reported for Ar¬ 
gentina, but his case was 
confirmed by tests Satur- 


ous countries in the world 
for girls and women. As 
recently as 2017 an aver¬ 
age of seven women were 
killed each day in Mexico. 
"The context of violence 


day. Research is underway 
to determine who the pa¬ 
tient had been in contact 
with, authorities said. 
Elsewhere in the region, of¬ 
ficials in Peru announced 
five new cases of COV- 
ID-19 infection Saturday, 
raising the country's total to 
six. Paraguay reported its 
first case, and Chile said it 
now had seven confirmed 
cases, up from five. 

Costa Rica's Health Ministry 
confirmed four new cases 
of coronavirus, in addition 
to that of a case involving 
an American woman an¬ 
nounced Friday. Her hus¬ 
band was among the new 
cases. 

Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador 
and Colombia also have 
reported confirmed cases 
of the new coronavirus. 
According to the latest of¬ 
ficial data, there are more 
than 101,000 infected 
worldwide and more than 
3,400 deaths.Q 


against women and 
against girls in Mexico is es¬ 
pecially grave," said Nira 
Cardenas, coordinator of 
the gender unit at the Of¬ 
fice of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Hu¬ 
man Rights in Mexico. 

In addition to half the pop¬ 
ulation being at high risk of 
violence, impunity is a ma¬ 
jor problem. Few reported 
crimes in Mexico result in 
convictions. 

Participation in the annual 
march on Sunday is ex¬ 
pected to be higher than 
during previous marches 
as a broader swath of soci¬ 
ety joins the families of the 
killed and missing who fre¬ 
quently take to the streets, 
accompanied by feminists 
and activists. 

WHO ARE THE VICTIMS? 

A series of recent, highly 
publicized murders in Mex¬ 
ico has led to more de¬ 
bate and calls for protests 
against gender violence. 
The ex-wife of an influen¬ 
tial technology entrepre¬ 
neur was shot to death in 
November after testifying 
in a child custody case. A 
young woman was skinned 
and disemboweled, al¬ 
legedly by her boyfriend, 
in February. Days later, a 
seven-year-old was kid¬ 
napped outside her ele¬ 
mentary school and sexu¬ 
ally abused — the child's 
lifeless body disposed of in 


a plastic bag found in an 
empty lot. 

The victims shared a his¬ 
tory of abuse in their house¬ 
holds, and failings by Mexi¬ 
can authorities. 

A contingent of mothers of 
victims will march together 
Sunday in a show of sorority 
and tears. 

"We want to give a hug not 
just to those who are no lon¬ 
ger physically here with us, 
but also to each and all of 
those women who will soon 
become part of our fam¬ 
ily (of victims)," said Araceli 
Osorio, mother of Lesvy 
Berlin, who was strangled 
to death by a boyfriend 
on the campus of Latin 
America's largest university 
in 2017. 

WHAT IS MEXICO DOING 
ABOUT THE PROBLEM? 

Mexico has aggressive leg¬ 
islation for punishing violent 
crimes against women. The 
deficit comes in the appli¬ 
cation of the law. 

"Mexico is the country of 
rights on paper," says Ana 
Pecova, director of advo¬ 
cacy group EQUIS Justice 
for Women. 

Since 2011, murders of 
Mexican women that car¬ 
ry signs of hatred for the 
gender, such as mutilation, 
have come with a stiffer 
minimum sentence than 
regular homicides. 
Congress increased the 
femicide sentence once 


again in February, to 65 
years, and passed a con¬ 
stitutional amendment last 
year that allows for preven¬ 
tive detention for those ac¬ 
cused of domestic violence 
for a second time. The ma¬ 
jority of women killed in 
Mexico are targeted by 
their own partners. 
Authorities often lack the 
tools, motivation and capa¬ 
bility to investigate crimes, 
leading family members of 
victims to pursue the cases 
themselves. Several moth¬ 
ers complain that their 
missing girls were initially 
dismissed as runaways and 
their killings wrongly ruled 
suicides. 

SOME PROTESTS BECOME 
ROWDY. WHY? 

A women's protest in Febru¬ 
ary became rowdy, follow¬ 
ing a pattern of street out¬ 
rage in the past. A masked 
protester tried to set fire to 
a wooden door of the pres¬ 
idential palace while others 
drenched it with red paint. 
Destruction of public prop¬ 
erty has become a main¬ 
stay of feminist protests in 
Mexico City since a small 
group trashed a bus station, 
police precinct and a ma¬ 
jor monument in August in 
disgust over the city's bun¬ 
gling of an alleged rape by 
police of a teenager. 

The vandalism drew heavy 
criticism. 

The vandals argue that 
women are more impor¬ 
tant than statues or broken 
windows, which can be 
repaired. A woman whose 
life is cut short by violence 
never returns, they say. 

"We ask ourselves all the 
time: What else can we 
do?" said Cardenas. 

WHAT'S NEXT? 

The grass roots movement 
for a nationwide strike by 
women on Monday was 
inspired in part by similar 
actions in countries such as 
Argentina and Chile. 

"We have to say: Enough 
already," said Maria de la 
Luz Estrada, coordinator 
of the National Citizen's 
Observatory of Femicide. 
"We're calling for the rule of 
law to work. They have to 
guarantee the integrity of 
the lives of every male and 
female."Q 


Argentina announces 
first coronavirus death 
in Latin America 
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Preserve & protect our beautiful island: 

Have you made your promise to Aruba? 



One happy 
islai 



ORANJESTAD — As the official Des- 
finafion Managemenf and Mar¬ 
keting Organization (DMMO) for 
Aruba, fhe Aruba Tourism Aufhor- 
Ify (A.T.A.) is responsible for coor¬ 
dinating Aruba’s destination mar¬ 
keting, destination development, 
and destination partnerships. The 
A.T.A. continuously strives to piace 
Aruba one step ahead of its com¬ 
petitors in an effort to promote 
Aruba as the preferred Caribbean 
destination for both current and 
potential visitors. 

With a clear view of what they as¬ 
pire Aruba to be, the A.T.A. has set 
the positioning and development 
of Aruba as a desirable and sus¬ 
tainable destination as its clear-cut 
vision. The A.T.A. strives to achieve 
this vision by functioning as an in¬ 
novative and agile company that 
drives prosperity for Aruba through 
sustainable tourism. 

In accordance with the A.T.A.'s 
vision for the future, A.T.A. has 
launched the ‘Code of Conduct' 
awareness campaign. The Code 
of Conduct serves to encourage 
both locals and visitors alike to 
behave themselves in a sustain¬ 
able manner in an effort to ensure 
that our ‘One Happy Island’ is pre¬ 
served and protected for the gen¬ 
erations to come/the future gen¬ 
eration. Hereby, the A.T.A. aims 
to promote controlled growth in 


ways that contribute to the com¬ 
munity’s economic, social, and 
environmental well-being while 
also catering to the needs of our 
visitors. In order to materialize the 
Code of Conduct, A.T.A. also in¬ 
troduced the ‘My Promise to Aru¬ 
ba’ campaign. The goal behind 
this is to encourage both locals 
and visitors to pledge to acting 
kind and responsible while visiting 
Aruba by not bringing any harm 
and destruction to themselves, our 
natural environment, our cultural 
heritage and our happy people. 

When making their promise to Aru¬ 
ba, both locals and visitors are pre¬ 


sented with a list of ‘house rules’ 
that guide their commitment to 
Aruba. These house rules include 
various do's and don’ts that touch 
bases on various topics such as the 
protection and preservation of the 
island’s flora and fauna, showing 
respect for the local culture and 
heritage, and portraying a ‘One 
Happy Island’ behavior by being 
kind and respectful. 

The A.T.A. encourages both locals 
and visitors to make their promise 
to Aruba and hereby contribute to 
the achievement of a sustainable 
form of tourism on the island. Make 
your pledge today and share it on 


social media. With your contribu¬ 
tion to our Code of Conduct, our 
‘One Happy Island’ is protected 
and preserved for generations to 
come. 

Visit our website www.aruba.com/ 
us/aruba-promise and make your 
promise to Aruba today! □ 


#arubapromise 

#mypromise 

#onehappyisland 

#aruba 
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The future economy of the Caribbean 
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By Cdr. Bud Slabbaert difficult situation with low 

growth, high debt, fiscal 
ORANJESTAD — Many Ca- deficits, and low domestic 
ribbean economies find private sector investments, 
themselves already in a Because of the current de¬ 


velopments around the 
spread of the novel coro- 
navirus around the world, 
economies worldwide will 
be dealing with an unfore- 
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seen shock. While action is 
taken to contain and miti¬ 
gate the outbreak, a global 
recession is likely, and the 
Caribbean will also be af¬ 
fected. Global recessions 
are known to have an im¬ 
pact over a two-year pe¬ 
riod. Now is the time to be 
prepared for what comes 
thereafter. 

January 23, 2020 - Carib¬ 
bean Travel Marketplace: 
“The record-breaking feats 
made by the Caribbean in 
2019 are expected to con¬ 
tinue into 2020, the Carib¬ 
bean's two major tourism 
advocacy organizations, 
the Caribbean Hotel and 
Tourism Association (CHTA) 
and the Caribbean Tourism 
Organization (CTO), have 
predicted," a media report 
reads. 

Yet, predictions don't al¬ 
ways square with reality. 
Now, about two months 
later, one would consider 
these statements to be 
euphoric and one would 
tend to believe to have 
been in the wrong film. It is 
hard to believe in another 
boom year; on the con¬ 
trary a looming recession is 
more likely with all its con¬ 
sequences for the island 
economies, but especially 
the communities. Someone 
who still preaches “Don't 


worry everything will be al¬ 
right" is not realistic. Surreal¬ 
ism is an art form and not 
a form of socio-economic 
development. Whenever 
these kinds of comfort¬ 
ing phrases are used, they 
should be placed under 
the sub-category “Social 
work in the economy". 

The greatest peril for any 
government, organization, 
business and its executives 
is: “Not knowing, what you 
don't know!" Does that 
sound crazy? It isn't! Let me 
explain. If you know what 
you don't know, you shop 
for it and get the informa¬ 
tion somewhere, then up¬ 
date it, and act accord¬ 
ingly. If you don't know 
what you don't know, it 
means that something is 
developing beyond your 
horizon or radar screen 
that may have an impact 
on you sooner or later. You 
may be in danger of losing 
control or subject to tak¬ 
ing fatalities into account. 
But, not knowing what you 
don't know could also be 
rephrased into “You don't 
know what you're missing, 
or you don't know what's 
ahead!" Explore for dan¬ 
gers as well as opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Continued on next page 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 



SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Play in our FREE Slot Tournament and win 

a share of $777 in Free Slot Playl 

Progressive starts at $250 and increases 
$25 each week until won! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
St Dining Outlets, Salon St Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robblns 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
TOP Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R Glass 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Registration starts at 6pnn. 


Coming Soon: Itie Brawnsicne Ribs & Seafood ond 
Sholotn Hair & Nait Bor 





CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
5B3.5000 I cosinoalhambra.com 


Ploy Tiiil irpiw.jetnblaissHnyniHS.crg if ynu er wmMn* veu kiww tins e jcnbling prebhiit. 



Continued from previous page 

By now, we are probably 
agreeing that we live in a 
time of uncertainty. What 
is the problem that really 
may affect us? It is not the 
infamous virus outbreak! 
It causes a chain reaction 
and a crack in the image. 
What part of the chain re¬ 
action may affect us? At 
this time, we already need 
to look ahead and beyond 
what is happening in the 
next months or even next 
years. 

Source markets and con¬ 
sumers will make adjust¬ 
ments to their situation over 
the coming months. Where 
these adjustments have 
worked, they’re not likely to 
change in the future. The 
ways of looking at expen¬ 
ditures and travel behav¬ 
ior may change. One must 
be ready to respond to the 
market and the best way 
is to offer a new concept, 
new products or services 
that differ from what was 
offered before the down¬ 
turn situation. Patterns of 
consumer behavior of the 


tourism and travel clientele 
abroad will change. Don't 
try sidetracking by “yes, 
but..." or “well, oh...”. What 
solutions will we come up 
with? Are we able to re¬ 
spond well to changes in 
market behavior? 

Are the Caribbean econo¬ 
my models aging? Yes, in a 
combination of probabilis¬ 
tic aging and proximal ag¬ 
ing. Please don’t let me get 
into explaining what that 
means, just trust me. It does 
sound quite bad, doesn’t 
it? Rejuvenation is what is 
needed, and it should result 
in youthful vigor and ap¬ 
pearance. Rejuvenation 
is a repair of damage that 
is associated with aging or 
replacement of damaged 
components with new 
components. Refreshment 
and innovations are need¬ 
ed in the economy and its 
prevailing industry, tourism. 
Actually, the rejuvenation 
is more about how we do 
things throughout the in¬ 
dustry including transporta¬ 
tion, travel and hospitality. 

We are all somehow in the 


business of making mon¬ 
ey, benefits, profit, salary, 
etc. Did you know that the 
pay-off of innovation is the 
highest where the uncer¬ 
tainty is the highest? Isn’t 
that great to hear in a time 
of uncertainty? Innova¬ 
tion has been defined as 
“Change that creates a 
new dimension of perfor¬ 
mance." I’ll subscribe to 
that. Dare to think different¬ 
ly about the economy and 
business can be changed. 
How things can be done 
smarter. Daring to think be¬ 
yond the conventional way 
of thought is part of the rec¬ 
ipe. Change is better than 
more of the same. How¬ 
ever, the common belief is 
still that if something merely 
smells new it should be 
called innovation. In some 
cases that would imply that 
changing underwear is an 
innovation. 

Here is something to think 
about and it is not even 
an innovation: The biggest 
market for the Caribbean 
might be the Caribbean it¬ 
self. □ 



About the author. Cdr. Bud Slobboert is the Chairman and 
Coordinator ot the Caribbean Aviation Meetup, an annual 
results and solution oriented conterence for stakeholders 
of ‘airlift’ in the Caribbean which will be held June 16-18 on 
St.Maarten. Mr. Slabbaert's background is accentuated by 
aviation business development, strategic communication, 
and journalism. 
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Cultural Night 


Canbbear Nignt 
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Aruba Has Talent 
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Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today welcomes readers to partici¬ 
pate in our newspaper. You can see that in our Honored 
Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine's Day and 
on other occasions. Throughout the year you are always 
welcome to send us your vacation picture(s) togeth¬ 
er with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is . 

(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, like¬ 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa¬ 
tion. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you o happy reader every day again. 

For today’s newspaper we received two great pictures 
from Sue Tedesco, Saratoga Springs - NY. 

She wrote: 

Aruba to me .fun and friendship and sharing the 

love of travel to the Happiest Island on earth. Every year! 

□ 
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in on amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to create 
your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com, 
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com 



129 years of marriage in two coupies 


Yes, I feel sad 



The best location to celebrate any anniversary Is here In Aruba and so did Tuke and Flor¬ 
ence celebrating their 66th Marriage anniversary, 3rd and 4th from right to left. Joined by Jim 
and Joanne and also celebrating 63 years of happy marriage on the happy beach here in 
Aruba. What a big blessings and we all wish these two couples many more years of happi¬ 
ness and good health. 



There are great hobbies that we have here in Aruba and that’s fish¬ 
ing and watersports. Yes, I like soccer and baseball too but fishing is 
like in our genes. Nine days ago a very experienced fisherman Pau 
Martijn went fishing at Baho, that’s about one and a half hour south 
of Aruba and till today he is lost at sea. Let’s pray and hope that the 
recue team will find him. 


Algemene Rekenkamer in Oranjestad 


Drone photo of Palm Beach 



I do like the facades of the Dutch architecture and this can be seen all over in Oranjestad. 
Buildings like the Algemene Rekenkamer(Court of Audit) and also the Amsterdam Manor 
Resort do have this style of design. Don’t leave Aruba without a walk in the downtown area 
and appreciate all this Dutch architecture in Oranjestad. We do have a free tram that will 
take you thru the whole downtown so take my word and sure you will learn a lot of our down¬ 
town history. 



The first hotel in the area was the Hotel Basi-Ruti and was built in 1947 
just after WW2. From then the tourist industry started and now this area 
is totally developed. Morning walks at Palm Beach is just amazing 
and you can start from Fisherman’s hut and walk the whole beach 
strip and then join the Eagle Beach. Just between La Cabana and 
Phoenix you must skip the rocks. 
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Carolina Hurricanes' Morgan 
Geekie, center, celebrates 
with teammates after scoring 
his first goal in the NHL dur¬ 
ing the first period of an NHL 
hockey game against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, Sunday, 
March 8, 2020, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Hurricanes 

hammer 

listless 

Penguins 

6-2 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mor¬ 
gan Geekie didn't have 
time to think. 

On Saturday he was in the 
minors. By Sunday after¬ 
noon the newest Carolina 
Hurricanes forward found 
himself thrust in the middle 
of the playoff race. The 
21-year-old rookie hardly 
looked overwhelmed by 
the moment. Neither did 
his team. 

Geekie scored twice and 
dished out an assist in his 
NHL debut, a 6-2 victory 
over listless Pittsburgh that 
capped a frantic 24 hours 
for the 2017 third-round 
pick. He arrived in town 
late Saturday night after 
being called up from the 
American Hockey League. 
By the middle of the first 
period, he'd already had 
his first NHL goal then add¬ 
ed an exclamation point in 
the third period to cap a 
dominant performance by 
the Hurricanes. 

Continued on page 22 
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Joey Logano celebrates in Victory Lane after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Phoenix Raceway, Sunday, March 8,2020, 
in Avondale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 
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Holiday has 37 points help Pelicans top Timberwoives 120-107 



New Orleans Pelicans' Jrue Holiday, center, shoots boll over 
Minnesota Timberwoives' Juancho Hernongomez In the second 
halt ot on NBA basketball gome Sunday, March 8, 2020, In Min¬ 
neapolis. 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 

New Orleans Pelicans have 
perked up since the debut 
at Zicn Williamson. 

The presence ot Jrue Holi¬ 
day, though, can't be dis¬ 
counted in their improve¬ 
ment. 

Holiday just missed his sec¬ 
ond triple-double against 
Minnesota in less than a 
week, putting up a season- 
high 37 points and adding 
nine rebounds and eight 
assists tor the Pelicans in a 
120-107 victory over the 
Timberwoives on Sunday. 
"Jrue was incredible today. 
These performances from 
him have been coming a 
lot lately," said Williamson, 
who scored 23 points on 
9-for-15 shooting. "It was 
one of those games where, 
we need a bucket to get 
the momentum back, he 
was there." 

Lonzo Ball had 18 points 
and eight assists, and Bran¬ 
don Ingram pitched in 15 
points and 12 rebounds to 
help the Pelicans start a 
four-game trip with the vic¬ 
tory. 

Malik Beasley had 21 points 
and nine rebounds, and 
D'Angelo Russell scored 19 
points for the Timberwoives. 
They got 42 points from 
their reserves. 

Still harboring on out¬ 
side shot at the playoffs, 
the Pelicans passed Port¬ 
land for 10th place in the 
Western Conference and 
pulled within four games of 
eighth-place Memphis with 
Sacramento in ninth place. 
The Pelicans are 11-7 over 
their last 20 games and 
have won 15 of their last 18 
gomes against opponents 
with losing records. 

Even the defense has en¬ 
joyed an uptick following 
Williamson's debut after the 
super-sized, super-skilled 
rookie missed more than 
half of the season recover¬ 
ing from knee surgery. New 
Orleans held the Timber¬ 
woives to 22 fewer points 
than in its 139-134 defeat 
at home five days ago. 
Holiday had 27 points, 
10 rebounds and 12 as¬ 
sists in that game. This was 
his fourth 30-point perfor¬ 
mance of the season. In 
three matchups with the 
Wolves this season, he's 


averaging more than 27 
paints. 

"When they made their 
push, we gat stops, and we 
got some big stops, and the 
momentum shift went the 
other way," Haliday said. 
"We didn't want to happen 
what happened last time." 
Williamson's first appear¬ 
ance in Minnesota and the 
matinee tipoff time con¬ 
tributing to a sellout crowd 
of 18,978, the two highest- 
scoring teams in the NBA 
over the four-plus-week 
span since the trade dead¬ 
line an Feb. 6 did not disap¬ 
point for action. 

Williamson took all of 16 
seconds to assert himself, 
bullishly driving into the 
lane with little impediment 
on the first possession and 
throwing down a two- 
handed slam. The 19-year- 


old and first overall pick in 
the draft had faur dunks in 
the first 7 1 /2 minutes at the 
game, including twc eft 
perfect lob passes from Ball 
that came during a 21-4 
spurt by the Pelicans caver¬ 
ing barely more than four 
minutes. The first alley-oop 
from Ball traveled almost 
three-quarters of the court. 
The Wolves surged right 
back with a 17-3 run. Just 
a half-minute later, Jake 
Layman's saaring slam 
aver Derrick Favors had the 
players on the bench be¬ 
side themselves with glee. 
"It was a great pass by 
D-Lo, and I knew I could 
beat Zion off the dribble," 
Layman said. "But the loss 
is more what I'm thinking 
about right now." 

The Wolves were tied half¬ 
way thraugh the second 


quarter, but they were 
never able to get in front 
and fell behind by as many 
as 20 points after halftime. 
They finished just 8 for 33 
from long range. 


Associated Press 

"We got a lot of great looks. 
It happens in the NBA, but 
we can't let that dictate 
the whole game. We've 
gat ta make sure we de¬ 
fend still," Beasley said.Q 
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Hatton hangs on to win Bay Hill for 1st PGA Tour title 



Tyrrell Hatton, of England, reacts to the weight of the championship trophy after posing for photos 
with it after winning the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tournament, Sunday, March 8, 2020, in 
Orlando, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Tyr¬ 
rell Hatton felt the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational slipping 
away Sunday, perhaps un¬ 
aware that everyone else 
trying to survive another 
brutal test at Bay Hill was 
feeling the same way. 

He gave the wrong kind of 
salute to the 11 th hole when 
he walked off the green af¬ 
ter a double bogey cut his 
lead to one shot. It looked 
as though he was about to 
lose his mind. 

Instead, he won the tourna¬ 
ment with clutch play amid 
high stress, closing with sev¬ 
en straight pars for a 2-over 
74 and a one-shot victory 
over Marc Leishman. 

"The hardest thing for me 
today was trying to keep 
myself level-headed," Hat¬ 
ton said. "Obviously, there 
was a few times where I 
did boil over a little bit, but 
nothing compared to what 
I've been like in the past. 
I feel like with how tough 
it was — for me — I did a 
good job." 

He was even better with 
the clubs in his hands. 

The 8-iron out of ankle- 
deep rough over the water 
to a front pin on No. 13. Par 
saves from off the bock of 
the green on the 14th and 
15th holes because the 
greens were so brittle they 
wouldn't hold anything. The 
best of all was his 5-iron to 
25 feet on the par-3 17th 
for another par, a satisfying 
score on this day. 

Bay Hill served up the most 
demanding test this side of 
a major, and Hatton kept it 
together down the stretch 
Sunday for his first PGA Tour 
victory, and his fifth world¬ 
wide. 

The only time he choked 
was when he took a gulp of 


Ketel One vodka — Palm¬ 
er's favorite drink — during 
a toast to the King. Palmer 
would have loved to see 
this struggle, and Hatton's 
performance over the final 
hour was regal. 

Leishman (73) sfayed on his 
heels and said fo caddie 
Maff Kelly walking up fhe 
par-5 16fh, "Of all the cours¬ 
es on the PGA Tour, this is 
the lost one you'd pick if 
you had a fwo-shof lead 
wifh fhree fo go." He then 
birdied the 16th to get with¬ 
in one. He closed with two 
pars. It still wasn't enough. 
"Tyrrell never gave up," 
Leishman said. "He did 
what he needed to on a 
really, really tough course." 
It was Hatton's fifth victory 
worldwide, and first on the 
PGA Tour, and it came in 
just his second start since 
returning from surgery on 
his right wrist during the off¬ 


season. 

But the 28-year-old English¬ 
man could only smile when 
he tapped in a 3-foot par 
putt on the 18th. 

Hatton finished af 4-under 
284, one of only four play¬ 
ers who beaf par for fhe 
week, fhe fewesf af Bay 
Hill since 1980. So severe 
was the course that Matt 
Fitzpatrick closed with a 69 
and was the only player to 
break 70 on the weekend. 
Rory Mcliroy, one shot be¬ 
hind going into the final 
round, had a 76 for his 
highesf closing round since 
a 76 in fhe 2013 U.S. Open 
af Merion. He was done 
in by a double bogey on 
fhe par-5 sixfh when his 90- 
yard bunker shof wenf over 
the green and against the 
rocks framing the lake, and 
another double bogey on 
the ninth when his tee shot 
went out-of-bounds left 


onto the practice range. 

"I stood up here yesterday 
saying that the key tomor¬ 
row was to keep the big 
numbers off your card, 
and I made fwo of fhose 
foday," Mcliroy said. "And 
fhaf's whaf cosf me." 

He sfill fied for fiffh, his 
eighfh consecufive fop 5 
worldwide dating to late 
September. 

Sungjae Im, trying to be¬ 
come the first player since 
David Duval in 1997 to win 
his first two PGA Tour titles 
in consecutive weeks, was 
there with a chance un¬ 
til he came up shockingly 
short and into the water on 
the 13th for a double bo¬ 
gey. 

Trouble was everywhere, 
and Haffon eventually 
found it. 

He had a three-shot lead 
when he drove into the 
water on the par-4 11th 


into the wind, went well 
over the green with his third 
shot, chipped short of fhe 
putting surface and had to 
make a 6-footer for a dou¬ 
ble bogey. 

The gestures, the temper, 
it was all on display. And it 
didn't calm down when he 
eliminated a good birdie 
opportunity on the par-5 
12th and then sent his tee 
shot on the 13th into the 
rough. 

"I was getting frustrated at 
times, but nowhere near 
the blowups that I am ca¬ 
pable of," Hatton said with 
a smile. "And it's just one 
of fhose days where you 
jusf gof fo sfick in fhere, 
and pafience is one of fhe 
hardesf fhings wifh me." 

Im closed wifh a 73 fo finish 
alone in fhird, followed by 
Bryson DeChambeau, who 
shot 32 on the back nine for 
a 71. 

Joel Dohmen didn'f have 
a round better than 71 all 
week, and that was on 
Sunday. He never had a 
chance to win. And he still 
tied for fiffh, earning one of 
fhree spofs info fhe Brifish 
Open fhis summer. 

How to celebrate that? 

"I think maybe just lay on 
the couch after this one," 
Dahmen said. "It's exhaust¬ 
ing, and I'm happy I'm 
done." 

Keith Mitchell (71) and 
Danny Lee (75) also earned 
exemptions to the Open at 
Royal St. George's. 

The scoring average Sun¬ 
day was 75.06, the toughest 
final round at Bay Hill since 
1983. Hatton's 284 was the 
highest score to win the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational 
since it began in 1979. 

But he was a winner. 
And that made him very 
happy.Q 


Ernie Els wins Hoag Classic for 1st PGA Tour Champions title 


NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. (AP) — 

Ernie Els won the Hoag Classic 
on Sunday for his first PGA Tour 
Champions title, birdieing par-5 
15th and 18th holes for a two- 
stroke victory at Newport Beach 
Country Club. 

Making his third senior start, the 
50-year-old Hall of Famer from 
Soufh Africa closed wifh a 4-un- 


der 67 to finish at 16-under 197. 
He opened with a 66 and shot 
64 on Saturday. 

Els lost a playoff to Miguel Angel 
Jimenez in his debut in the sea- 
son-opening Mitsubishi Electric 
Championship in Hawaii, then 
tied for 34fh lasf week in fhe Co- 
loguard Classic in Arizona. 
Fellow Hall of Famer Fred Cou¬ 


ples, trying to win the event from 
the third time at age 60, finished 
with a 66 to tie for second with 
Glen Day and Robert Karlsson. 
Couples, also part of fhe play¬ 
off in Hawaii, parred the final six 
holes, chunking a chip on 18 to 
squander a good birdie try. 

Day birdied Nos. 14-17 to take 
the lead at 15 under, then bo¬ 


geyed the 18th for a 64. 

Karlsson bogeyed the 16th and 
parred the last two in a 66. 
Defending Charles Schwab 
Cup champion Scott McCarron 
was fifth at 13 under after a 69. 
Monday qualifier David Mor- 
land IV had a 71 fo fie for sev- 
enfh af 11 under. He opened 
wifh a 61 
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Logano holds off Harvick in NASCAR Cup race at Phoenix 



Joey Logano takes the checkered flag to win a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Phoenix Race¬ 
way, Sunday, March 8, 2020, in Avondale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BRANDT 
AVONDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 

Joey Logano roved all 
weekend about the new 
"Awesome Sauce" at Phoe¬ 
nix Raceway, which was 
the driver's nickname tor 
the substance that was put 
on the mile oval to improve 
grip for tires and make for 
better racing. 

The sauce did its job dur¬ 
ing an entertaining show 
Sunday and so did Logano, 
who raced to his second 
NASCAR Cup Series win in 
three weeks by holding off 
Kevin Harvick during a two- 
lap overtime restart. 

"That was a pretty intense 
last 30 minutes or hour of 
the race. A lot going on," 
Logano said. "Couldn't be 
more proud of this team. 
Two wins already in the 
books. We got to keep this 
thing rocking." 

Also the winner two weeks 
ago in Las Vegas for Team 
Penske, Logano has 25 ca¬ 
reer Cup victories. He over¬ 
came several tough mo¬ 
ments, including a pit-road 
penalty for an uncontrolled 
tire and a broken jack dur¬ 
ing another stop. 

A late caution triggered the 
two-lap overtime shootout 
with Logano, Harvick and 
Kyle Busch all in a decent 
position to win. Logano had 
a good restart at the mile 
oval and was able to hold 
off Harvick. Busch was third, 
Kyle Larson finished fourth 
and Clint Bowyer was fifth. 
"Really cool to be able to 
race clean and hard, it's 
a lot of fun," Logano said. 
"Kevin is one of the best rac¬ 
ers who has every strapped 
into a race car and a stock 


car in particular. He's a Hall 
of Famer, to say the least. 
When you line up against 
him at the end of the race 
you know it's going to be a 
heck of a battle." 

Pole-sitter Chase Elliott and 
Harvick dominated the first 
half of the race but Elliott 
had to make a green-flag 
stop because of a loose 
front tire and fell a lap be¬ 
hind the leaders. He even¬ 
tually earned a free pass to 
get back on the lead lap 
and finished seventh. 

On top of the improved 
track surface, the Phoenix 
race was the first under 
NASCAR's new rules pack¬ 
age for short tracks, which 
included a significantly 
smaller rear spoiler. The 
hope was all the changes 
would make for more pass¬ 
ing and excitement during 
the race. 

The tweaks seemed to have 
their desired effect. There 
were 20 lead changes 
and plenty of passing and 
contact back in the pack. 
Phoenix also is the site of 
the Cup Series champion¬ 
ship in November. 

"Hats off to NASCAR for col¬ 
laborating with the teams, 
the track and putting on a 
way better race than what 
we saw here last year," Lo¬ 
gano said. 

Elliott started on the pole 
while Harvick — who has 
won nine times in Phoe¬ 
nix — also was on the front 
row. Elliott led the first 61 
laps of the race before Har¬ 
vick beat him off pit road 
following the first caution. 
Harvick had his fourth 
top 10 finish in four races, 
but was disappointed he 


couldn't get past Logano 
at the end. 

"Joey was just good enough 
to run a couple laps there 
and get where I needed to 
be on track position," Har¬ 
vick said. 

Cole Custer was the high¬ 
est finishing rookie in ninth 
place. 

BAD LUCK FOR BLANEY 

An early wreck involved 
three of the front-runners, 
including Brad Keselowski, 
Denny Hamlin and Ryan 
Blaney. Hamlin's Toyota 
made contact with the left 
rear of Keselowski's Ford as 
they were fighting for posi¬ 
tion following a restart. The 
collision left Blaney with no¬ 
where to go and all three 
ended up with at least mi¬ 
nor damage after sliding 
up into the wall. Keselowski 
and Hamlin were able to 


stay in the race but Blaney's 
car was too heavily dam¬ 
aged to continue. 
Keselowski was able to re¬ 
cover and eventually led 
82 laps before settling for a 
1 Ith-place finish. 

Hamlin won the Daytona 
500 three weeks ago and 
also won at Phoenix in No¬ 
vember, but finished 20th 
on Sunday. It was a bit of 
bad luck for Blaney, who 
was the Cup points leader 
coming into the race and 
agreed to an multiyear ex¬ 
tension with Team Penske 
on Friday. He finished 37th. 
"It stinks we get taken out 
early like that, but that's just 
part of it," Blaney said. 
Blaney fell to sixth in the 
overall points standings fol¬ 
lowing the race. Harvick is 
the new leader with Loga¬ 
no in second. 


TRUEX STARTS FROM THE 
BACK 

Martin Truex Jr. had to start 
from the back of the 38-car 
field because of an engine 
change before Sunday's 
race. He initially qualified 
12th. John Hunter Nem- 
echek also had to drop to 
the back row because of 
a radiator change. He had 
qualified 26th. 

Truex was able to recover 
quickly and was among 
the leaders — even lead¬ 
ing 11 laps — until he hit the 
wall while in heavy traffic 
on a restart late in the race. 
He finished 32nd. 

UP NEXT 

The Cup series heads cross¬ 
country to Atlanta Motor 
Speedway. Keselowski has 
won two of the past three 
races in Atlanta, including 
last year.Q 


Timbers score early for 1 -0 win over Nashville SC 


PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Di¬ 
ego Valeri scored an early 
goal and the Portland Tim¬ 
bers beat expansion Nash¬ 
ville SC 1-0 on Sunday. 
Valeri scored in the 12th 
minute, with a volley to 
the far corner off a header 
from Andy Polo. 

The match came as Nash¬ 
ville recovers from torna¬ 
does that killed 24 people 
and caused massive dam¬ 
age in middle Tennessee 
last week. 


Fans at the game displayed 
a large banner that said 
"Rose City (heart) Music 
City." Players on both sides 
wore badges on their jer¬ 
seys with the initials NGUOY, 
for Never Give Up In You. 
The jerseys were to be auc¬ 
tioned after the game with 
the proceeds going to the 
recovery effort. The Timbers 
also pledged $15 of every 
general admission ticket 
sold to tornado relief. 
Nashville had perhaps its 


best chance of the game 
in the 69th minute when 
Portland goalkeeper Steve 
Clark was able to deflect 
Anibal Godoy's shot from 
outside the box. 


Nashville outshot Portland 
13-3. 

Portland rebounded from a 
3-1 loss at home to Minne¬ 
sota in the season opener 
last weekend. 


Nashville was coming off a 
2-1 loss at home to Atlanta 
United in its season open¬ 
er at Nissan Stadium, with 
more than 59,000 fans on 
hand.Q 
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Pittsburgh Penguins goaitender Tristan Jarry (35) stops a shot by Coroiina Hurricanes' Justin Wii- 
iiams (14) during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Sunday, March 8, 2020, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Continued from page 18 

Things happened so quick¬ 
ly Geekie didn't have time 
to get nervous. 

"It's kind of good that way, 
that you don't get to think 
about stuff," Geekie said. 
"You kind of go out there 
and ploy the gome you're 
used to ploy. Just tried to 
go out there and keep 
things simple, adjust to the 
speed of the gome and 
ploy hard out here." 

Justin Williams added two 
third-period goals for Car¬ 
olina, which pulled into o 
tie with Columbus and the 
New York Islanders for the 
two wild-card spots in the 
Eastern Conference. Co¬ 
lumbus ploys in Vancouver 
on Sunday night. Alex Ne- 
deljkovic stopped 28 shots 
to earn the second win of 
his career for Carolina. 
"That third period was os 
quiet os I've ever heard this 
arena," Williams said. "This 
arena gets really buzzing. 
So we definitely did some¬ 
thing right." 

Patrick Marleau and Evgeni 
Malkin scored for Pittsburgh 
and Tristan Jarry finished 
with 30 saves but the Pen¬ 
guins capped o miserable 
weekend at home by los¬ 
ing for the second time in 
24 hours to teams they're 
scrapping with for position¬ 
ing in the crowded Metro¬ 
politan Division. 

Pittsburgh headed into 
Saturday with some mo¬ 
mentum after wins over Ot¬ 
tawa and Buffalo halted a 
six-game losing streak that 
marked the franchise's lon¬ 
gest in a decade. By Sun¬ 


day afternoon the Pen¬ 
guins were reeling after 
getting manhandled by 
first-place Washington and 
following it up with a lethar¬ 
gic performance against 
one of the teams they are 
attempting to fend off for a 
playoff spot. 

"It's a tight league, that 
happens sometimes," Pitts¬ 
burgh captain Sidney 
Crosby said. "These last two 
games, you look at (the 
Capitals) game, a few mis¬ 
takes early on gets us be¬ 
hind the 8-ball and then 
today just a short span in 
the second period, they tie 
it and get the lead. We're 
talking about small things 
here." 

Small things that are lead¬ 
ing toward big problems 
for the Penguins, who have 
dropped 8 of 10 and are 
as close to missing the 
postseason as they are first 
place in the division with 
less than a month to go in 
the regular season. 

"We're obviously not thrilled 
with the position we're in 
over the last few weeks," 
Pittsburgh coach Mike Sul¬ 
livan said. "We all have to 
take ownership for it and 
now we have to take re¬ 
sponsibility to pull ourselves 
out of it." 

The Hurricanes, by contrast, 
appear to be heading in 
the other direction. Just 
24 hours removed from an 
overtime victory over the 
New York Islanders, Caro¬ 
lina backed it up by drill¬ 
ing Pittsburgh in the first of 
four meetings between the 
teams over the next three 


weeks. "We got one on 
them," Williams said. "The 
next three are going to be 
just as important." 

The 21-year-old Geekie 
— born in July 1998, nine 
months after the 40-year- 
old Marleau reached the 
NHL as a teenager with 
the Sharks — redirected a 
point shot from Gardiner to 
tie the game 9:52 into the 
first. He capped a five-goal 
run by the Hurricanes when 
he beat Jarry for a second 
time with 3:41 to go to send 
the 609th consecutive sell¬ 
out crowd at PPG Paints 
Arena to the exits. 

"I talked to him before the 
game," Williams said. "I 
said, 'You ready?' He said, 
'Yeah.' I said, 'You nervous?' 
He said, 'Maybe a little bit.' 
I was like, 'Perfect. Just do 
your thing.' He did it." 
NOTES: Geekie is the sec¬ 
ond player in Carolina his¬ 
tory to score twice in his 
NHL debut, joining Brad De- 
fauw, who did it on March 
10, 2003. ... Penguins D Kris 
Letang played in his 807th 
game with the franchise, 
passing Jaromir Jagr for 
fourth place on the team's 
career list. ... Pittsburgh put 
F Evan Rodrigues back in 
the lineup a day after mak¬ 
ing him a healthy scratch. 
F Sam Latterly replaced 
Rodrigues as a healthy 
scratch. ... Hurricanes 
D Nino Niederreiter be¬ 
came the fourth Swiss-born 
player to appear in 600 
NHL games. ... Pittsburgh 
dropped to 6-8 on the sec¬ 
ond day of back-to-back 
games. □ 



Spain midfielder Alexia Putellas (11) and United States midfield¬ 
er Julie Ertz (8) go up for a header during the first half of a She- 
Believes Cup soccer match Sunday, March 8, 2020, in Harrison, 
NJ. 

Associated Press 


Ertz's header gives 
U.S. 1 -0 win over Spain 
in SheBeiieves Cup 


By TOM CANAVAN 
HARRISON, N.J. (AP) — Ju¬ 
lie Ertz scored on a header 
in the 87th minute and the 
United States extended 
its unbeaten streak to 30 
games with a 1-0 win over 
Spain in the SheBeiieves 
Cup on Sunday at a sold- 
out Red Bull Arena. 

Christen Press sent a cross¬ 
ing pass from the left flank 
on a free kick and Ertz, run¬ 
ning at full speed, nodded 
it past Sandra Panos. The 
Spanish goalkeeper got a 
hand on the shot but could 
not prevent it from going 
into the net. 

U.S. goalkeeper Alyssa 
Naeher made three saves 
in her second shutout of the 
tournament. She blanked 
England 2-0 on Wednes¬ 
day in Orlando, Florida. 

The win gave the United 
States six points and put it 
in position to win the four- 
team tournament with a 
tie against winless Japan 
on Wednesday in Frisco, 
Texas. 

The United States had 


some great scoring chanc¬ 
es, only to be stopped by 
Panos. She pushed a shot 
by Megan Rapinoe over 
the crossbar in the 32nd 
minute and made a diving 
stop on a long-range blast 
by Samantha Mewis in the 
60th minute. 

Naeher collected a long, 
low, hard shot by Alexia 
Putellas in the 40th minute. 
A curling shot by Marta 
Cardona went just wide in 
the 68th minutes and Nae¬ 
her had to handle a head¬ 
er by Petullas in the box in 
the 74th minute. 

The tournament ends on 
Wednesday in Frisco, Texas 
with England (1-1) facing 
Spain (1-1) and the United 
States playing Japan (0-2). 
England beat Japan 1-0 in 
the opener of the double- 
header at a stadium that 
has a capacity of 25,189. 

In a pregame celebration, 
defender Crystal Dunn 
was honored for attaining 
her 100th cap in a game 
against Mexico on Feb. 

7.a 
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Zhang Weili, Israel Adesanya keep title belts at UFC 248 



Zhang Weili, left, connects with a punch to Joanna Jedrzejczyk during the second round of a 
women's strawweight UFC 248 mixed martial arts bout Saturday, March 7, 2020, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Zhang 
Weili and Joanna Jedrzed- 
czyk were left bloody, 
bruised and swollen after 
the strawweighfs staged 
one of the most spectac¬ 
ular title fights in recent 
mixed martial arts history. 
And though the main event 
of UFC 248 couldn't mea¬ 
sure up to that penultimate 
scrap, both champions ore 
leaving Las Vegas with their 
belts. 

Zhang defended her UFC 
115-pound championship 
belt with a brutal split-de¬ 
cision victory over former 
champion Jedrzejczyk at 
UFC 248 on Saturday night. 
Israel Adesanya then de¬ 
fended his middleweight 
title with on anti-climactic 
unanimous decision over 
Yoel Romero at T-Mobile 
Arena in the UFC's home¬ 
town. 

After Zhang and Jedrze¬ 
jczyk put on one of the 
most viscerally entertain¬ 
ing bouts in recent UFC 
history, Romero and Ad¬ 
esanya staged a snoozer 
that hod tons booing and 
chanting obscenities. The 
contrast was stark, but the 
strawweighfs' brawl will be 
remembered a whole lot 
longer than the faults of the 
main event. 

"That was a tough act to 
follow," UFC President Dana 
White said. "I'd have to say 
the best women's fight I've 
ever seen, and one of the 
best fights I've ever seen." 
Zhang (21-1) and Jedrze¬ 
jczyk (16-4) traded brutal 
punches and kicks through¬ 


out five technically fasci¬ 
nating rounds, badly dam¬ 
aging each other's faces. 
After the last of several 
standing ovations from the 
Las Vegas crowd, Zhang 
won the fight 48-47 on two 
judges' cards, while Je¬ 
drzejczyk won 48-47 on the 
third. 

"I had a long way to get 
here," said Zhang, who 
had to move her training 
camp out of China due to 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
"It was very serious, but we 
made it. I'm so happy now." 
Zhang and Jedrzejczyk had 
a pre-fight animosity that 
carried straight into an un¬ 
commonly brutal bout in 


which the fighters traded 
big punches to the face 
from the opening round. 
Zhang's power appeared 
to make the difference 
early, and Jedrzejczyk's 
face showed every ounce 
of it late. 

But Jedrzejczyk gathered 
herself late in the second 
round and had an out¬ 
standing third, switching 
to a southpaw stance and 
battering Zhang. The fourth 
round was more of the 
same brute punishment for 
both fighters. 

Jedrzejczyk's forehead and 
eyes began to swell badly 
in the fifth round, while 
Zhang bled from cuts on 


her face. The fighters em¬ 
braced in the cage after¬ 
ward. 

"She did great," Jedrzejczyk 
said. "We both put on one 
hell of a performance. I'm 
proud of myself and my 
team." 

Zhang became the UFC's 
first Chinese champion last 
year, and she is a key to 
the promotion's hopes of 
growing in the world's most 
populous nation. The per¬ 
sonable brawler jumped 
at the chance to take on 
Jedrzejczyk, who held the 
strawweight belt for 2 1/2 
years and defended it five 
times before losing in No¬ 
vember 2017. 

Zhang clearly has the po¬ 
tential to be a major part of 
the UFC's desire for global 
growth, but particularly in 
Asia. She is wildly popular in 
China, where MMA is rising 
in significance. 

"She's going to be a mas¬ 
sive star," White said of 
Zhang. 

Adesanya (19-0) then de¬ 
fended his belt for the first 
time, winning 48-47, 48-47 
and 49-46 on the judges' 
scorecards. 

Romero (13-5) fought an 
extraordinarily passive 
fight. Adesanya appeared 
unable to figure out a way 
through the 42-year-old 
Cuban's defenses, but his 
efforts mattered more to 
the judges. 


"I was really frustrated that 
my dance partner didn't 
want to dance," Adesanya 
said. "I've never been in a 
boring fight, I was expect¬ 
ing more of a fight from 
him. Even in the fifth round, 
I thought he would be des¬ 
perate and bring the fight, 
and I just kept waiting for 
the surge. Takes two to 
tango, and I was the only 
one willing to dance. If you 
want to come get the belt, 
come get the belt. I'm not 
going to come to you, are 
you stupid?" 

Adesanya's fearsome 
counterpunching skills were 
useless largely because 
Romero barely threw 
a punch in the first two 
rounds. Adesanya only had 
occasional success in pen¬ 
etrating Romero's defenses, 
but Romero only threw 89 
strikes —and landed only 
40 — in the five-round fight. 
Romero still took the micro¬ 
phone after the fight and 
criticized Adesanya for not 
fighting more aggressively. 
Adesanya only joined the 
UFC in February 2018, but 
the Nigeria-born, New 
Zealand-raised fighter has 
been among the UFC's 
fastest-rising stars since the 
moment he hit the cage. 
He won his first seven UFC 
fights while displaying his in¬ 
credible athleticism and all- 
around skills, steamrolling 
the middleweight division 
once ruled by pound-for- 
pound legend Anderson 
Silva. 

Before the title fights, light¬ 
weight Beneil Dariush 
knocked out Drakkar Klose 
in the second round with 
one perfect left hand at 
the end of a spectacular 
back-and-forth sequence. 
Dariush (18-4-1) was stag¬ 
gered by Klose before he 
responded by stalking Klose 
across the canvas and 
landing the left hand that 
dislodged Klose's mouth¬ 
piece and rendered him 
unconscious on his feet. 

On the preliminary card, 
elite bantamweight pros¬ 
pect Sugar Sean O'Malley 
went to 11-0 with a dra¬ 
matic first-round stoppage 
of Jose Alberto Quinonez. 
The bout was O'Malley's first 
since March 2018, thanks 
to injuries and multiple posi¬ 
tive doping tests.Q 
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With painted faces, artists fight facial recognition tech 



By KELVIN CHAN AP 
LONDON (AP) — As night 
falls in London, Georgina 
Rowlands and Anno Hart 
start applying makeup. 
Instead of lipstick and 
eyeliner, they're covering 
their faces with geometric 
shapes. 

Rowlands has long nar¬ 
row blue triangles and thin 
white rectangles criss-cross¬ 
ing her face. Hart has a col¬ 
lection of red, orange and 
white angular shapes on 
hers. 

They're two of the four 
founders of the Dazzle 
Club, a group of artists set 
up last year to provoke dis¬ 
cussion about the growing 
using of facial recognition 
technology. 

The group holds monthly 
silent walks through dif¬ 
ferent parts of London to 
raise awareness about the 
technology, which they 
say is being used for "ram¬ 
pant surveillance." Other 
concerns include its lack 
of regulation, inaccuracy 
and how it affects public 
spaces. 

Some 19 people attended 
the most recent event in 
the East London neighbor¬ 
hood of Shoreditch, and 
anyone can take part in 
the walks, in which partici¬ 
pants have to paint their 
faces in a style called CV 
Dazzle. 

The technique, developed 
by artist and researcher 
Adam Harvey, is aimed 
at camouflaging against 
facial detection systems, 
which turn images of faces 
into mathematical formu¬ 
las that can be analyzed 
by algorithms. CV Dazzle - 
where CV is short for com¬ 


puter vision - uses cubist-in¬ 
spired designs to thwart the 
computer, said Rowlands. 
"You're trying to kind of 
scramble that by applying 
these kind of random col¬ 
ors and patterns," she said. 
"The most important is hav¬ 
ing light and dark colors. So 
we often go for blacks and 
whites, very contrasting 
colors, because you're try¬ 
ing to mess with the shad¬ 
ows and highlights of your 
face." 

A similar technique was 
used extensively in World 
War I to camouflage Brit¬ 
ish naval ships and confuse 
opponents about the ac¬ 
tual heading or location of 
the ships. 

To test that their designs 
work, they use the simple 
face detection feature on 
their smartphone cameras. 
"I can see that I'm hid¬ 


den, it's not detecting me," 
Rowlands said, checking 
her phone to see her face 
doesn't have a square 
around it. 

The rise of facial recogni¬ 
tion technology is being 
tested and spreading in 
developed democracies 
after aggressive use in 
some more authoritarian 
countries like China. 

Britain has long been used 
to surveillance cameras in 
public spaces to counter 
security threats, and Lon¬ 
don is ranked as having 
one of the world's highest 
concentrations of closed- 
circuit television cameras. 
But that acceptance is 
being tested as authori¬ 
ties and corporations in¬ 
creasingly seek to deploy 
a new generation of cam¬ 
eras with facial recognition 
technology while activists. 


Associated Press 

lawmakers and indepen¬ 
dent experts raise concerns 
about mass surveillance, 
privacy, and accuracy. 
Opposition to algorithmic 
surveillance is not limited to 
Britain. Russia activists were 
reportedly arrested last 
month for holding a simi¬ 
lar face paint protest over 
Moscow's facial recogni¬ 
tion cameras. Hong Kong 
pro-democracy activists 
routinely use face masks in 
street protests to hide their 
identities. Rights groups in 
Serbia and Uganda have 
opposed government proj¬ 
ects to install Chinese-sup- 
plied cameras. 

Other designers have 
come up with counter¬ 
measures like sunglasses 
that reflect infrared light to 
blind cameras. 

"There is a movement of 
resistance against facial 


recognition that we are ac¬ 
tively participating in and 
we want to kind of further 
initiate," said Rowlands. 
Rowlands, Hart and two 
other artists founded the 
Dazzle Club in August, fol¬ 
lowing news that London's 
King's Cross district — a 
busy transport hub where 
many big offices are being 
built rapidly — had quietly 
experimented with live fa¬ 
cial recognition cameras 
without public knowledge 
or consent, sparking a 
backlash. 

London police recently 
started using live facial rec¬ 
ognition cameras on oper¬ 
ational deployments. Last 
week officers arrested a 
woman wanted for assault 
after the cameras picked 
her out of a street crowd 
on a busy shopping street. 
Police say new technology 
is needed to keep the pub¬ 
lic safe and images of inno¬ 
cent people are deleted 
immediately. 

Public attitudes to facial 
recognition technology in 
Britain appear to be mixed, 
according to one survey 
last year, which found most 
people said they don't 
know enough about it but 
nearly half said they should 
be able to opt out. 

The Dazzle Club's founders 
say they're worried about 
the effect that the tech¬ 
nology has on people in 
public if cameras are col¬ 
lecting their biometric data 
— facial images — without 
clearly explaining what's 
being done with it. 

"We're having to adjust our 
behavior in public space in 
a way that I think is prob¬ 
lematic," said Hart. □ 


Facebook says it will ban ads for medical face masks 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Facebook is temporar¬ 
ily banning advertisements 
for medical face masks as 
part of an effort to prevent 
use of its platform to exploit 
people's concerns about 
the new coronavirus. 

The ban covers advertise¬ 
ments on the social media 
platform as well as com¬ 
mercial listings on Face- 


book Marketplace, the 
company said. Facebook 
said it would begin to en¬ 
force the ban over the 
next few days. 

"Our teams are monitor¬ 
ing the COVID-19 situation 
closely and will make nec¬ 
essary updates to our poli¬ 
cies if we see people trying 
to exploit this public health 
emergency," Rob Leath¬ 
ern, Facebook's director 
of product management. 


said in a statement issued 
late Friday. 

Facebook noted that it 
previously announced a 
ban on ads that make 
claims about the health 
benefits of a particular 
product or guaranteed 
that "a product will prevent 
someone from contract¬ 
ing" the disease. 

Some public health officials 
have urged people to stop 
buying masks. U.S. Surgeon 


General Dr. Jerome M. Ad¬ 
ams noted in a tweet on 
Feb. 29 that masks aren't 
effective in protecting 
the general public "but if 
healthcare providers can't 
get them to care for sick 
patients, it puts them and 
our communities at risk!" 

In a separate develop¬ 
ment, Amtrak announced 
that it was canceling its 
nonstop Acela passen¬ 
ger train service between 


Washington, D.C., and 
New York City through late 
May because of a sharp 
drop in demand. That ser¬ 
vice will be canceled start¬ 
ing Tuesday and through 
May 28, Amtrak said. 

The cancellation does not 
affect Amtrak's other high¬ 
speed Acela service con¬ 
necting Washington, New 
York and Boston, which 
runs several times per day 
with limited stops.Q 
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P&G CEO on products for older folks; cutting back on plastic 


By JOSEPH PISANI 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tide de¬ 
tergent, Pantene sham¬ 
poo and Gillette razors 
have filled cupboards 
for decades. But being a 
household name isn't good 
enough anymore. 

Proctor & Gamble, which 
mokes those products and 
more, is facing increasing 
competition. Shoppers ore 
buying more store brands, 
which cost less and get 
prime shelf space in super¬ 
markets and big box stores. 
And then there’s the rise of 
hip online startups selling 
razors and natural deodor¬ 
ants directly to o younger 
generation. 

P&G has been buying 
some of those new brands, 
such os the maker of Bev¬ 
el razors, aimed at young 
men of color. 

David Taylor, P&G’s GEO, 
soys the company is also 
tweaking products to ap¬ 
peal to older folks, who ore 
quickly becoming o big 
chunk of the population. In 
the U.S., for example, the 
government expects adults 
over 65 to outnumber chil¬ 
dren for the first time in 
2034. 

Taylor, who has run Gincin- 
noti-bosed P&G since 2015, 
recently talked to The As¬ 
sociated Press about the 
rise of online shopping and 
his take on reducing plas¬ 
tic waste. The questions 
and answers below hove 
been edited for clarity and 
length. 

Q: P&G launched a razor 
aimed at caretakers that's 
designed to shave some¬ 
one else. Are there other 
products you're thinking 
about for older genera¬ 
tions? 

A: There is on aging popula¬ 
tion around the world: take 
Japan, take Italy, take the 
U.S. We hove tried to moke 
sure that we broaden the 
audience that we serve. 
The aging population is o 
huge, and in many ways, 
underserved group. It con 
be everything from how 
easy it is to read the pack¬ 
age, how easy it is to open 
the package, or the design 
of the formula to appeal to 
the specific issues that you 
may hove. Your hair needs 
ore different when you're 
older. Your skin needs ore 




In this Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2017, file photo, Procter & Gamble CEO David Taylor answers questions 
at a news conference following P&G's shareholder vote, in Cincinnati. 


different when you're older. 
Q: Why do you think it's an 
underserved market? 

A: If you look in the market¬ 
place there are just count¬ 
less examples, whether it's 
packaging or formulation 
that is designed for the 
18-to-49-year-old, which 
has been more of o historic 
target audience for many 
consumer products. 

Q: How closeiy do you work 
with Amazon? 

A: Amazon is o very val¬ 
ued customer, but so is 
Wolmort and Target and 
Walgreens and Kroger and 
Costco and Sam’s Club. 
We wont to be agnostic 
to where consumers wont 
to shop. Our e-commerce 
business is passing $5 billion 
and grew 25% lost year. It's 
o big port of our business. 
But in the context of our to¬ 
tal company, it's just under 
10% of our soles. 

Q: Do you think that's going 
to change? 


A: Yeah, it's no question. E- 
commerce is growing fast¬ 
er than bricks and mortar. 

Q: How are you deaiing 
with stores creating private- 
iabel brands that compete 
with your products? 


A: Any competition is o 
challenge. We see that os 
on opportunity for us to el¬ 
evate the performance of 
our brands. We hove grown 
shore at the some time pri¬ 
vate label has grown, and 
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P&G is still growing. 

Q: P&G has bought some 
smaiier brands. Wiii you 
buy more, or is it easier to 
create them? 

A: It varies. Generally, P&G 
is able to invent most things. 
We hove over 175 active 
experiments going on in the 
company. Coll it small start¬ 
ups: o few people working 
on on idea, trying to ad¬ 
dress o consumer problem. 
On the other hand, there 
may hove been on entre¬ 
preneur that’s done o really 
good job in on area that 
we soy, "That's ahead of 
what we're doing," or they 
identified o new area and it 
may be better to go ahead 
and acquire that. So we're 
open to both. 

Q: Plastic is a big environ¬ 
mental problem, and P&G 
uses it for packaging. How 
are you addressing that? 

A: You will see manufac¬ 
turers like us working to use 
more recycled plastic. You 
will see us look for alterna¬ 
tives to plastic. The biggest 
issue is not plastic, it's when 
plastic gets into o river that 
goes into the ocean and 
degrades and gets into ei¬ 
ther the food supply or wa¬ 
ter supply. We ore port of 
The Alliance to End Plastic 
Waste. It’s o global cross¬ 
industry effort, and we've 
raised over $1 billion dollars 
over five years working with 
many nonprofit organiza¬ 
tions and municipalities to 
get new technologies and 
solutions so that plastic 
waste gets addressed, col¬ 
lected and processed.^ 
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'Sustainable 

gardening’ 

inciudes 

many 

eco-friendiy 

practices 

By DEAN FOSDICK 

"Sustainable” is one of 
gardening’s trendiest buzz¬ 
words, yet it carries a range 
of definitions. Just what 
does it mean in practical 
terms, and how important 
is it to the average gar¬ 
dener? 

Very important, according 
to a recent plant trends 
study by horticulturalists 
with the University of Florida 
Institute of Food and Agri¬ 
cultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). 
It found strong interest in 
native plants, "re-wilding” 
gardens, growing edibles, 
and going easy on wildlife, 
among other concerns. 
"More and more people 
ore supporting sustainabil¬ 
ity, where the social, envi¬ 
ronmental and economic 
factors balance,” said 
Mark Tancig, a horticul¬ 
ture agent with University 
of Florida Food and Ag¬ 
ricultural Sciences Exten¬ 
sion. "That means planting 
things that don't require 
as much water or fertilizer. 
Using plants that resist dis¬ 
ease and insects. Choos¬ 
ing native plants in mixtures 
that attract wildlife. 

"That not only saves you 
money, but they look 
good, too,” Tancig said. 
"They’re restorative to the 
environment.” 

Sustainable isn't necessar¬ 
ily the same as organic, 
noted Erica Chernoh, an 
Oregon State University Ex¬ 
tension horticulturist. 
"'Organic' has become 
legally recognized,” Cher¬ 
noh said. "Sustainability 
is more of an open book, 
combining ecological, so¬ 
ciological and economic 
factors." Ross Penhallegon, 
a horticulturist emeritus 
with Oregon State Univer¬ 
sity Extension, said sustain¬ 
ability requires that we all 
"look at our garden and 
ask what we con do to 
reduce carbon imprint, re¬ 
duce irrigation and use less 
products.”□ 
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Halley Time Travel 

For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

Renaissance suites 

1 BR wk 8/9 $9,5 K each 

1 BR sleep 4 $1K each 

Eagle 9 ground floor 

Date :3/6/20 to 3/20/20 

27 /19 weeks remain 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR wk 11 $9 K 

1 BR sleep 4 $ 3 K 

Date : 3/20/20 to 3/27/20 

Birdie 3 with 26weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BRwk 12/13 $9,5 Keach 

Platinum Season 

Birdie 10 ground floor 

1BR Ocean View $ 10 K 

33/34 weeks remain 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

Divi Village 

2 BR Ocean View $17K 

2 BRwk 13 $14 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 

Building C 28weeks remain 

Marriott Surf Club 

Renaissance suites 

Platinum Season 

1 BRwk9$7,5K 

2 BR Ocean View $16K 

On the 4 th floor 

2 BR Ocean side $17K 

Harbor view 

2 BR Ocean Front $26K 

Playa Linda beach Resort 

3 BR Ocean view $28K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk 10 and 11 $25 K both 
1st floor pool/ocean view 

1 BRwk8$14K 

Dutch Village 

Building 6 on the 4 th floor 

1 BR wk 9 old contract 

28 weeks remain 

16 weeks remain $7,5K 

IBRwk 11 $14K 

1 BRwk8$8K 

Building 7 on the 3rd floor 

12 weeks remain 

33 weeks remain 

Dutch Village 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR wk 7 and 8 $8K each 

2BRPH wk 11/12 $35 K each 

15 weeks remain each 

Building 9 on the 7th floor 

2 BRwk7$16K 

30 weeks remain 

23 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Casa del Mar 

Studio wk 5,7,8 $8K each 

1 BRwk 12 $7,5 K 

Birdie 1 on ground floor 

La cabana beach and casino 

22/27/29 weeks remain 

1 BR wk 11/12 $8,5 K each 

4th floor pool/ocean view 

Divi Links Golf 

Studio wk 5,6,7,8,9 

Sunday check in 

Same room birdie 9 

Eagle Resorts 

3rd floor 33 weeks remain 

1 BRwk 7,8,9 $7,5 K each 

Each $10 K each 

212579 

Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmall.com 

www.buyarubatlmeshares.com 

www.bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 

EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

FOR SALE BY OWNER 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

Divi Village Golf 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 

Paradise Beach 

deck, hot tub. grill. Floating 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 

remaining $8000 

Home 1518 537 6406 

janellemickelson@gmail.com 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

212563 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

Playa Linda 

212406 

Sell by Owner 

1 bedroom (#641)wk13 


STr^P 

Violence Against Women 


Sleeps 4 available this year- 
discounted $12,000,= 
for info: thequake@aol.com or 
508-843-1953 on island till 3/11 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Ramautar 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Botica Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



March 9 

Celebrity Silhouette 

March 10 

Freedom of the Seas 
Marella Discovery 2 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tei. 582 5051 

Aicohoiics Anonymous 
Tei. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tei. 583 8989 

Women in Difficuities 
Tei. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tei. 524 8888 

Chiid Abuse Prevention 
Tei. 582 4433 

Quota Ciub Tei. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tei. 118 
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Who's greener? Mine fight pits electric cars against flower 


RENO, Nev. (AP) — The rare 
Tiehm's buckwheat stands 
less than a toot tall (30 cen¬ 
timeters) in Nevada's rocky 
high desert, its thin, leafless 
stems adorned with tiny 
yellow flowers in spring. 

To the Australian company 
that wants to mine lithium 
beneath the federal land 
where it grows, the pe¬ 
rennial herb is a potential 
roadblock to a metal badly 
needed for electric vehi¬ 
cles and the global push to 
reduce greenhouse gases. 
To environmentalists deter¬ 
mined to halt the open pit 
mine, it's a precious species 
that exists nowhere else in 
the world. 

And to plant ecologists, it's 
a scientific challenge to try 
to grow the wildflower from 
seeds in a greenhouse. 
Whose mission is a nobler 
shade of green depends 
on who you ask. 

The competing interests 
appeared to find some 
common ground earlier 
this year at the remote site 
about 200 miles (320 kilo¬ 
meters) southeast of Reno, 
loneer Ltd. has spent mil¬ 
lions exploring the site, 
which it says is one of the 
world's biggest undevel¬ 
oped lithium-boron depos¬ 
its. 

But the Center for Biologi¬ 
cal Diversity withdrew its 
lawsuit against the U.S. Bu¬ 
reau of Land Management 
in January after loneer 
ended its exploration activ¬ 
ities and agreed to provide 
the group notice before 
resuming any work at Rhyo¬ 
lite Ridge in rural Esmeralda 
County. 

Still, loneer remains com¬ 
mitted to the mine it says 
is expected to produce 
22,000 tons (19,958 metric 
tonnes) of lithium carbon¬ 
ate needed for electric car 
batteries like the ones Tesla 
makes east of Reno, create 
400 to 500 construction jobs 


This June 1, 2019, file photo provided by the Center for Biological Diversity, shows the rare desert 
wildflower Tiehm's buckwheat in the Silver Peak Range about 120 miles southeast of Reno, Nev. 

Associated Press 


and 300 to 400 operational 
jobs. 

And environmentalists insist 
the legal battle is just be¬ 
ginning. 

"The storm is brewing on the 
horizon," said Patrick Don¬ 
nelly, Nevada director of 
the Center for Biological 
Diversity. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is considering the 
center's petition, filed in 
October, to add the flower 
to the federal list of endan¬ 
gered species. And the 
Nevada Division of Forestry 
announced this week it 
would soon start gathering 
public comments to help 
determine whether to take 
its own action to protect 
the plant. 

"If you look at a map of the 
lithium deposits and a map 
of the buckwheat, there's 
really no way to build the 
mine without wiping out the 
buckwheat," Donnelly said. 
"We fully anticipate a fight 


for many years to come." 
The company acknowl¬ 
edges Tiehm's buckwheat 
hasn't been documented 
anywhere else on earth, 
but denies the mine would 
lead to its extinction. 
Company officials say 
they've been researching 
the plant since 2016, going 
to great lengths to ensure 
its protection and exam¬ 
ining how it's fared during 
previous mining operations 
at Rhyolite Ridge, near the 
small town of Tonopah, 
over the past 80 years. 

They recently spent $60,000 
for a yearlong study at the 
University of Nevada, Reno. 
Scientists there are grow¬ 
ing hundreds of seedlings 
in a greenhouse to deter¬ 
mine whether it's feasible 
to transplant them into the 
wild to bolster the limited 
population, an estimated 
43,000 plants covering a 
total of 21 acres (8.5 hect¬ 
ares). 
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"We have always been 
aware of the buckwheat. It 
didn't come as a surprise," 
loneer President Bernard 
Rowe told The Associated 
Press in a phone interview 
from Australia. 

All site activity has been 
undertaken with the "pro¬ 
tection of the buckwheat 
first and foremost in mind," 
Rowe said. He added the 
company's mitigation strat¬ 
egy "will ensure protection 
and, in fact, the expansion 
of the buckwheat popula¬ 
tion." 

"We're seeing evidence of 
that at the greenhouse at 
UNR," Rowe said. "We've 
got a reasonably high de¬ 
gree of confidence we 
can successfully propa¬ 
gate these plants and pro¬ 
tect them." 

University researchers are 
doing their best to replicate 
the harsh desert conditions 
with poor soil quality at the 
greenhouse where they 
planted 3,276 Tiehm seeds 
in January. 

"We torture them. We want 
them to know life is hard, 
starting now," said Beth 
Leger, a UNR plant ecolo¬ 
gist who has done exten¬ 
sive research on invasive 
cheat grass and native 
plants of the Great Basin 
region. 

She and her graduate as¬ 
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sistant Jamey McClinton 
hoped as many as 600 
would germinate, but were 
pleasantly surprised when 
900 had sprouted by mid- 
February. 

"We didn't even know if 
it would grow in a green¬ 
house," said McClinton, 
who did her master's work 
on the related but distinct 
Crosby buckwheat and 
isn't aware of anyone else 
trying to grow Tiehm's. 

The slow-growing flowers 
have fragile roots that dry 
out easily and make up 
70% of the plant. 

"We know they are very tol¬ 
erant of horrible soil. That's 
unusual," Leger said. "What 
we don't know is how it will 
grow in other kinds of soil." 
Leger, who also serves as 
director of UNR's Museum of 
Natural History, said those 
who dismiss the flowers as 
weeds unworthy of all the 
fuss don't understand the 
value of biodiversity. 

"Weed is a human con¬ 
struct. A weed is a plant 
that grows anywhere a hu¬ 
man doesn't want it," she 
said, adding biodiversity is 
"magic" and a safeguard 
against future loss. 

The research funded by 
loneer is examining the 
possibility of transplanting 
plants as well as growing 
new ones from seedlings to 
be planted at or near the 
mining site. 

As far as transplanting, 
Leger said, "I don't think it's 
an awesome idea." 

"To establish a real popu¬ 
lation," McClinton added, 
"you have to grow them 
from seedlings on their 
own." 

But Donnelly said the new 
research appears to be 
aimed at finding an alter¬ 
native site "to keep the spe¬ 
cies alive so loneer could 
destroy its habitat." 

He acknowledged a differ¬ 
ence between transplant¬ 
ing plants and growing 
them from seeds, but said 
it's "beside the point, really." 
"A species is more than a 
set of genetic material. A 
species is inextricable from 
its habitat," Donnelly said. 
"To allow a species' habitat 
to be wiped out and put 
it someplace else, is func¬ 
tionally allowing it to go 
extinct. "□ 
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Royal farewell: Harry, Meghan on final duty before new life 



In this Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019 file photo, Britain's Prince Harry and Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex 
attend the 91st Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey in London. 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — It’s defi¬ 
nitely a farewell. But will it 
be fond? 

Prince Horry and his wife, 
Meghan, the Duchess of 
Sussex, will fulfill their final 
royal commitment when 
they appear Monday at 
the annual Common¬ 
wealth Service at Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey in London. It’s 
the last time they will be 
seen at work with the entire 
royal Windsor clan before 
they fly off into self-imposed 
exile in North America. 

The service marks the end 
of o two-month drama that 
began when the couple 
announced plans to walk 
away from their roles as 
senior members of Britain’s 
royal family and into o 
world where they will hove 
to earn o living, pay their 
own way and even open 
some doors for themselves. 
It’s uncharted territory 
for the House of Windsor, 
even os the family seeks to 
downsize. 

"I think this is o blow because 
I don’t think (the Windsors) 
would hove envisaged that 
the slimmed-down monar¬ 
chy would have actually 
meant that there was no 
role for Meghan and Horry," 
said Pauline Mocloran, co¬ 
author of "Royal Fever: The 
British Monarchy in Con¬ 
sumer Culture." "I mean, 
they really brought o new 
dimension to the royal fam¬ 
ily brand." 

It wasn’t supposed to hap¬ 
pen this way. 

Less than two years ago, 
Horry and Meghan were 
seen as a golden couple 
that would help extend the 
royal family’s appeal to o 
new generation. Their wed¬ 
ding on May 19, 2018, unit¬ 
ed o grandson of 93-year- 
old Queen Elizabeth II with 
the former Meghan Morkle, 
o bi-rociol American ac¬ 
tress who had starred for 
seven years on the U.S. tele¬ 
vision series "Suits." George 
Clooney, Serena Williams 
and Elton John attended 
their wedding of Windsor 
Castle, which ended with 
the royal couple kissing for 
their flag-waving tons and 
riding through the streets in 
o horse-drawn carriage. 

But the horses were barely 


back at the stable before 
pressures intensified on the 
couple, who became the 
Duke and Duchess of Sus¬ 
sex on their wedding day. 
Even before the ceremony, 
Britain’s tabloid newspa¬ 
pers featured stories about 
a rift between Meghan and 
her father. When Meghan 
became pregnant, some 
commentators criticized 
her for jetting off to New 
York for o baby shower, a 
strange American tradition 
to many in Britain. Others 
lampooned Meghan’s po¬ 
litically correct pronounce¬ 
ments on the environment 
and women’s rights. 
Meghan’s supporters sow 
racism of work. Horry pub¬ 
licly defended his wife and 
directed his anger of the 
intrusive medio he has re¬ 
sented all his life because 
of the paparazzi’s role in 
chasing his mother. Princess 
Diana, on the night in 1997 
when she died in a Paris cor 
accident. 

The prince himself was 
stung by media reports of 
a split between him and 
his older brother. Prince Wil¬ 
liam. The notion that the 
brothers and their glamor¬ 
ous wives would be a royal 
"Fab Four" for the 21st cen¬ 
tury began to fade. 

"For me, and for my wife, of 
course there’s a lot of stuff 
that hurts, especially when 
the majority of it is untrue," 
Horry, 35, told ITV News lost 
toll. "I will not be bullied into 
playing o gome that killed 


my mum." 

Then in January, the couple 
sparked a royal crisis when 
they revealed that they in¬ 
tended to step bock from 
their duties os senior mem¬ 
bers of the royal family. The 
move come otter holiday 
pictures were released of 
the queen along with son 
Prince Charles, grandson 
Prince William and great- 
grandson Prince George. 
The future was pictured 
and Horry wasn’t part of it. 
In o personal statement, 
Horry and Meghan re¬ 
vealed that they intended 
to become "financially in¬ 
dependent" and "balance" 
their time between the 
U.K. and North America, 
while continuing to honor 
and serve the queen. They 
wanted, in essence, to be 
part-time royals. 

Hours later, Buckingham 
Palace issued a statement 
hinting that this part-time 
notion had caught some in 
the royal household by sur¬ 
prise. Discussions with the 
Duke and Duchess, it said, 
were "at an early stage." 
With his ginger hair, close- 
cropped beard and easy 
manner, Harry had be¬ 
come one of the royal 
family’s most popular mem¬ 
bers otter shedding the 
hard-partying image of his 
youth. The youngest son of 
Charles and the late Prin¬ 
cess Diana, Harry is sixth in 
line to the throne, after his 
father, William and William’s 
three children. More impor¬ 


tantly, he and William were 
seen os a new generation 
who would modernize the 
royals. 

But there’s no precedent 
for a part-time role in the 
House of Windsor’s family 
firm. After all, Edward VIII 
was largely shunned by the 
royal family after he abdi¬ 
cated the throne to marry 
American divorcee Wallis 
Simpson in 1936. 

Anguish followed the duel¬ 
ing announcements. 
Aggrieved taxpayers in¬ 
sisted that Harry and 
Meghan repay the 2.4 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($3.1 million) of 
public money spent to ren¬ 
ovate the house in Windsor 
where they had planned 
to live. Their social media 
feeds, normally full of heart- 
shaped emoticons, were 
flooded with ill-tempered 
commentary about their 
decision to abandon Brit¬ 
ain. 

A family summit sought to 
hash out o way forward. 
Finally, the queen stepped 
in: Harry and Meghan 
would stop carrying out 
royal duties in March, would 
pay back the renovation 
costs and would receive 
no public money after they 
stepped aside. While Harry 
and Meghan would always 
be part of the royal family, 
they won’t be allowed to 
use the word "royal" to earn 
a living. 

That meant the couple had 
to abandon plans to use 
the "SussexRoyal" brand 


they had sought to trade¬ 
mark. 

So, what now? 

Well to start with, they won’t 
use their royal titles. 

But other issues remain: how 
will Harry and Meghan earn 
a living and who will pay for 
their security, which has un¬ 
til now been financed by 
U.K. taxpayers? The Cana¬ 
dian government has said 
it will not. 

The couple are expected 
to earn their keep at least 
partly through speaking 
engagements — sort of like 
the Obamas. They already 
spoke at a JPMorgan in¬ 
vestment conference last 
month in Florida, but it isn’t 
known whether they were 
paid. 

Simon Morgan, a former 
royal protection officer, es¬ 
timates their security costs 
at "several million" pounds 
a year. 

"When you look at the royal 
family, their security pack¬ 
age is very much built on 
a model from cradle to 
grave," said Morgan, the 
director of operations and 
training for the security firm 
Trojan Consultancy. "It’s 
built on an element of rap¬ 
port and trust ... when we 
talk about the cost, the ini¬ 
tial setup of that team will 
be quite important." 

But many royal watchers 
are more interested in what 
caused this seismic shift in 
the British monarchy. Some 
blame Meghan, who ad¬ 
mitted last year that adjust¬ 
ing to royal life had been 
difficult. 

The 38-year-old Los Ange¬ 
les native graduated from 
Northwestern University 
and carved out a career in 
movies and television long 
before she met Harry. The 
couple’s first child, Archie, 
was born in May 2019. 

Harry and Meghan’s agree¬ 
ment with the queen calls 
for their decision to be re¬ 
visited in a year. They may 
choose to return to front¬ 
line duties, where their su¬ 
per-celebrity status allows 
them to highlight their fa¬ 
vorite causes. 

But will they miss it? Meghan 
might miss the events like 
one on Friday, in which 
she urged male students to 
honor the women in their 
lives. □ 
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This image reieased by Netfiix shows Mark Wahiberg, right, and 
Winston Duke in a scene from "Spenser Confidentiai." 

Associated Press 


m V(PA1 Powo 


Palm Snach 
Pt^EQi Moll 
5RA.CI074 

q Enii b bfl □ n c i eVofTHi ^ c a m 

fl CoTibIwOn Cirierimi Ai^ubo 



mm 


OS mn-m 


FANTASY 

ISLAND 


MON-HHQ&SUH 
FRI UT 


OPENING MARCH 12: MY SPY, THE HUNT, 1 STILL SEllfVt &LOOI>SHOT 

THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES 
ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE 

Wl IT-ON 

• AppStore 1^ G^iagbPlay 



Review: Netfiix whiffs in Boston with 
‘Spenser Confidential' 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
It's back to Boston for Mark 
Wahiberg in the new Netfiix 
crime flick “Spenser Confi¬ 
dential” so you know what 
that inevitably means, 
right? 

There’s eventually going to 
have to be a fight with dirty 
cops in an Irish bar — sorry, 
it's pronounced “bah” — 
while the Red Sox are play¬ 
ing on TV. Those are the 
rules. 

Sure enough, the bar brawl 
arrives 30 minutes into this 
meandering film that tries 
to piggyback on the good 
will created by novelist Rob¬ 
ert B. Parker’s wisecracking 
boxer-turned-private eye 
Spenser, played on TV by 
Robert Urich. 

“Spenser Confidential” is a 
bit of a mess tonally with a 
plot that keeps attracting 
new weird layers, like lint on 
a sweater. It wants to be 
funnier than it is. It hopes to 
be deeper than it is. 
Wahiberg as Spenser is an 
ex-con and an ex-police 
officer who gets out of 
prison only to stumble into 
a conspiracy that includes 
crooked cops, Dominican 
street gangs armed with 
machetes and dirty busi¬ 
ness investors pursuing gen- 
trification and gambling. 
How high does it go? “High 
up,” he learns. 

If there's a Spenser, there 
has to be his buddy Hawk, 
and this role is filled awk¬ 
wardly by Winston Duke. 
He’s a fine actor but screen¬ 
writers Sean O’Keefe and 
Brian Helgeland haven’t 
really integrated him well. 


making Hawk into Spens¬ 
er’s roommate, an oat milk 
drinking, MMA fighter who 
adores animals. 

This Spenser is such a good 
guy that even one of his 
enemies calls him a “choir 
boy.” Just ask his ex-girl- 
friend (Iliza Shlesinger), who 
has a love-hate relation¬ 
ship with him but admires 
his “strong moral code” 
even though she tells him: 
“You are incapable of real 
intimacy.” Contradicting 
herself sometime later, she 
screams “Go, Sox!” during 
sex with him, which is the 
most Boston thing to do. 
Spenser was only sent to 
prison because he beat up 
his crooked police chief, 
who was, in turn, beating 
up his wife. He comes out 
of prison and immediately 
the chief is killed gruesome- 
ly. Spenser sticks his neck 
out to clear the name of a 
cop who has been framed 
for the murder. “Why are 
you doing this?” the widow 
asks Spenser. “Because it’s 
the right thing to do,” our 
good guy replies. 

Like a stage musical that 
is propelled by its songs, 
this film moves thanks to its 
frequent violent outbursts. 
Director Peter Berg evenly 
spaces out the fight scenes 
so you can tell one is com¬ 
ing every 10 or 15 minutes. 
“Man, you get beat up a 
lot,” Hawk tells Spenser. (Ev¬ 
eryone in this Boston seems 
to be a member of a box¬ 
ing gym.) 

In between the fights, 
“Spenser Confidential” 
reaches for film noir, like a 
“Chinatown” in Beantown 


(one character even has a 
toothpick sticking out of his 
mouth at all times). Some¬ 
times it tries be a “Dirty 
Harry” movie or to ape the 
dark feel of “Gone Baby 
Gone.” Other times it tries 
to be a buddy comedy but 
with few actual laughs, un¬ 
less you consider the line 
“Did you just kick me, bro?” 
funny. 

Berg and Wahiberg have 
previously worked together 
on “Lone Survivor,” “Patri¬ 
ots Day” and “Deepwater 
Horizon.” Playing a ren¬ 
egade good guy is right 
up Wahiberg’s alley and 
to say he sleepwalks down 
that alley this time isn’t too 
harsh. On the positive side, 
some nifty acting turns are 
offered from Post Malone 
and Marc Maron. 

But there are some head- 
scratching moments, in¬ 
cluding a man-versus-dog 
fight that serves no purpose 
and an attempt to reach 
for a sequel when the first 
one hasn’t been earned. 
And why does Spenser 
sometimes write down all 
his clues, pointlessly circling 
and underlining words on a 
notepad like “Why?” 

It’s not even clear why the 
film is called “Spenser Con¬ 
fidential.” There’s nothing 
hush-hush about it except 
this: Everyone associated 
with the film might want to 
keep that confidential. 
“Spenser Confidential,” 
a Netfiix release, is rated 
R for violence, language 
throughout and sexual 
content. Running time: 110 
minutes. One star out of 
four.Q 


American Film Institute postponing 
gala with Julie Andrews 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

American Film Institute says 
it is postponing its 48th an¬ 
nual AFI Life Achievement 
Award Gala Tribute honor¬ 
ing Julie Andrews in an ap¬ 
parent response to the new 
coronavirus outbreak. 

The organization originally 
planned to give Andrews 
its Life Achievement Award 
on April 25 in Los Angeles. 
It will be rescheduled for 


early summer. 

"AFI's decision to postpone 
the event is simply in re¬ 
sponse to the rapidly evolv¬ 
ing nature of current events 
and our promise to ensure 
the well-being of the artists 
and audience that gather 
each year to celebrate 
America's art form," AFI 
CEO and President Bob 
Gazzale said in a state¬ 
ment Saturday. "This move 


will allow our full attention 
to focus on the many gifts 
that Julie Andrews has giv¬ 
en the world." 

AFI did not directly cite the 
virus outbreak that officials 
in numerous countries, in¬ 
cluding the United States, 
are trying to contain. The 
84-year-old won two Gram¬ 
my Awards and received a 
Grammy Lifetime Achieve¬ 
ment Award in 2011. □ 
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Join Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondaysl 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean* Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondayrfor the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
^hef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Crazy Fish fflondayl Fried Fish Basket $14, Grouper Platter 

■ I 

$17 or the catdr ofthe day^ ask your waiter for more info! ; 

Fresher than fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. ; 

I 

In addition to Crazy FtshJilondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from : | 

5'Gpm and 10'llpm.Followyourtapping feet down r 

tothemusicwhere smiles and fun await you! j 

Reservations are recommended. 


located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) 586-2233 > info@bugaloe.com [ www.Bugaloe.coni jfl 
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Business as usual at North American box office amid virus 



In this image released by Disney/Pixar, characters Laurel, 
voiced by Julia Louis-Dreytus, from left, Ian, voiced by Tom Hol¬ 
land, and Barley, voiced by Chris Pratt, appear in a scene from 
"Onward." 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — North 
American audiences are 
not staying away from the¬ 
aters amid virus concerns, 
according to the week¬ 
end's box office numbers. 
Disney and Pixar's "Onward" 
topped the charts as ex¬ 
pected and the Ben Affleck 
basketball drama 'The Way 
Back" also opened normal¬ 
ly- 

"Onward" earned $40 mil¬ 
lion from 4,310 North Ameri¬ 
can locations, according 
to studio estimates on Sun¬ 
day. It's on the lower end 
of openings for the studio, 
more in line with "The Good 
Dinosaur's" launch in 2015. 
"Onward" is on original sto¬ 
ry about two teenage elf 
brothers voiced by Chris 
Pratt and Tom Holland who 
get o chance to spend 
one lost day with their late 
father. 

"I think it's o solid start for 
on original animated film," 
said Cathleen Taft, Disney's 
president of distribution. 
"We're especially excited 


about the fact that we've 
seen such good word of 
mouth." 

The studio expects it to con¬ 
tinue performing well with 
spring breaks starting for 
many students and families 
next week. 

Internationally, "Onward" 
picked up $28 million. Dis¬ 
ney noted that outside of 
Asia-Pacific regions, coro- 
novirus concerns hove not 
mode o material impact 
on earnings. 

The weekend overall is 
down some 50% from the 
same weekend last year, 
but that's only because 
that's when "Captain Mar¬ 
vel" opened to over $153 
million, and not any indica¬ 
tion of the market taking a 
hit, said Comscore senior 
media analyst Paul Derga- 
rabedian. 

The rest of the charts also 
looked normal, even with 
recent virus-related shake- 
ups in the entertainment 
industry, including the can¬ 
cellation of the South by 


Southwest festival and the 
decision to push back the 
release of the new James 
Bond film "No Time to Die" 
from April to November. 
Universal and Blumhouse's 
"The Invisible Man" dropped 
to second place in week 
two with $15.2 million, 
bringing its domestic total 
to $52.7 million. Worldwide, 
it's just shy of $100 million. 

In third place, Warner Bros.' 
"The Way Bock" opened in 
line with projections with on 
estimated $8.5 million. The 
R-roted drama cost around 


$21 million to produce. 
Affleck's performance was 
well-received by critics, 
and the star has been un¬ 
usually candid about his 
own real-life struggles with 
alcoholism in the press in 
the weeks leading up to re¬ 
lease. 

"It's a very specific drama," 
said Jeff Goldstein, Warner 
Bros.' president of domes¬ 
tic distribution. "Ben Affleck 
did o great job and the re¬ 
views bock that up." 
Audiences, who skewed 
older (64% were over the 


age of 35), gave the film o 
B+ CinemoScore. Goldstein 
noted that the audience 
age broadened over the 
weekend. 

He also hasn't seen any sig¬ 
nificant impact of the virus 
on the North American box 
office yet. 

"When you look at the box 
office this weekend with 
'Onward' and 'The Way 
Bock,' these ore solid num¬ 
bers when we're oil con¬ 
cerned 'Will people hole 
up inside?"' Goldstein said. 
We're not seeing evidence 
of that, but anything con 
happen." Industry analysts 
ore keeping on eye on the 
numbers as the news con¬ 
tinues to develop around 
the outbreak. 

"Thus for. I'm not seeing any 
impact," Dergorobedion 
said. "This weekend played 
out exactly os expected. 
You have families and chil¬ 
dren going to theaters to 
the tune of $40 million. Peo¬ 
ple remain in the habit of 
going to the movies."Q 
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JEWELERS ( 
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Member 


The Ultimate 
Jewelry Buying 


Take home our jewelry, 
have it appraised, 
then pay us 


Laraest inventory 
on ine isiand 


Up to 19 months 
ot financing, 

0% interest 


Complimentary 
pick up 


Royal Plaza Mail - Dawntawn / Palm Beach Plaza Mall - Palm Beach Aruba 
TeJ +297 583 4077, + 297 586 2526 info@5liivasjewelers.CDin | wwiv.shjvasjeweters.com 

















